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PREFACE 


The sEoiy of Hamn ai Kashid, Galif of Bagh^- 
dadj }ias Icng^ b«n an itiugraJ part of the 
tntcilectual beritagecf baimaiuty. Inlanguagc 
carcfuUy ^raduated to auit the various 3tag« 
of OUT diminishJn^ innoccnct, we icani in 
childhood and adolcsconæ som&tbing of the 
history of medieval Arabia aa naturally and 
incvjtably as we study ihc Jegend of the Jewa 
aa set forth in the Old Testament, the story of 
ancient Greece and Rame as tau^ht in tietr 
‘ dead ^ langtiages, and tbc New Testament 
record of the bcginnings of Chrisdaiiity. The 
liberaj edncadoi^ on wbich wc pride oureelvcsj 
knows no botmds of radal or teligiDus pre- 
judiee and spreads its net vdde to eatcb the 
fish or fbwl that feed our young. Yet when 
wc go to schoob we Jcavc Grirnm and Hans 
Andersen behind us in the nursery, and giadu- 
ally we fcJiget that ‘ there were in days of yorc 
and In ages and dmes long gane before, m tbe 
City ofBaghdad;, tbe Abodc of Fcacc, a Caliph 
Hamn al Rashid highi, who had cup-com- 
panions and tale-tellers to entertatn him by 
9 
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night/ ^ Ambia dfopa out of the educational 
cuiticuliim and, tiough Baghdad is probably 
more fatniliar to the present genetadon than 
it ever was to its predecessorB, the glamour of 
the 'Aiablan Nigha' sUU tenda to distract 
pepuJar attendon &om the sober rccord of the 
‘ Bays of the Arabir* 

Kightly or wrongly—and thanks inaiiJy to 
the cclcbnated story just mentioned—-Haruu al 
Rasliid has taught the cye ^ posterity, to be 
accepted as the petjonlScation of all that wm 
typical and splendid in an Empire that at one 
time—thaugh not aetually in his dme cx- 
tended fejm the Pamirs to the Pyrences, Crom 
the Irtdus to the Atlantk. It is strange, thero- 
fcire, that the historians should on the wholc 
have neglected him aa an individuaJ and been 
content to condder him as a memher ofvariqus 
important historica) groups rather than as an 
outstanding actor on the stagt of his day- 
Thia may^ to some extent, be the rcsult of a 
naturad rtaction against the bias of the 'Arabian 
I^jghts' saga ; but the &ct remains that, so &t 
3s I know, E. Palmer alone has given us a 
full-length portraitof the Calif in his Tht Cdipfi 

^ Sff- KiciMcU TnjutidDn : 

Beftoita cditiDD, iSSe, vol. U. p. 
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Fiarium si Otiiers—and thcir namt ii 

legion—have dealt with him Tully and faithfuUy 
enough in works of a wider soopc embradng 
the completc rccord of the *Abbasid Gali^ or 
the anaalK cf the Cahratc as a wholc. Thcrc 
hi therefiire, loom enough for a detailed and 
critical monograph on Harim, and we may 
look forward with interat to ihe comprehenaive 
jTKcrd of liis reign promised na (in Arabic) by 
Dn Ahmad Farid ÉifoS for the not distant 
futurc. His wOrk on the age of Mamunj, 
published in i&ay tinder the titlc ‘Asr al Mamua^ 
has indeed becu of the greatest valne tc mc in 
preparing this treatise on that GaliTs father. 
The preaent volumc is not^ and does not 
pretend to be, an exhaustivo casay on the 
sul^cct. It is lather a sketch cr impression, 
designed to convey to the man in the street a 
picttire of a periode grouped round ite ac^al 
or reputed central figure, with jnat eneugh 
historical detail to cnable Mm to see it m its 
proper rdation to the kalddoscope of human 
evolutioo, of which it forms a part. The scope 
of this Work has ruled cut any tdea of original 
rsearch—the time allcwed me for its prepara- 
tion would alone have made anything of that 
kdnd impossiblc^and 1 have not made any 
II 
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sp^cial cflbrt to dig anew in the fuUy-£AptoitM 
nunca of iafonnaticin rcpf esentcd by ihe worts 
of Tahari, Itn al Athir, Ibn Kbaldun and 
othera. The metal CMtractcd from thdr rich 
orcs \m been v/orfced into shape oltcn cnmigh 
to maie the general linea of the story fatniltsr 
to the student; and I have been conlenf for 
the ttmi part to rdy on Bccondary aoimcca of 
relatively uiodcm date from Gibbon down to 
OUT own timea. At che same dme 1 have 
cschcwed the tcmptaUon of indoiting on the 
' Arabian Nights ^ for materialj, and have not 
oonsciously b«n mfiuonced by the sidellghts on 
aetual histiory projeeted from Jta pages. And, 
Jinally^ I have not allowed my imagination to 
run riot among the familiar scenea of a modem 
Arahian court—the court indeed of a Calif in 
aU but naine, with enough of the savour of 
the hUddle about it, in apite of its motor 
cats and wirclcss tetegraphyj to illuminate tlic 
actiona and motives of pnnces and peoples 
more ihan a thousand yeara ago- 
Apart &om the work of Dr. Rifa'l aJready 
mendoned, I have made full usc of the com- 
prehendve 3urvey of Islamk history to the 
ctid of the ^Abhasid period contained in the 
rcccnciy publLsbed three volumes of the Univer- 




-Tity lectTjres (in Arabic) of the Jate Professor 
Muhammad Bey al Kbudlin of Cairo. Neither 
of thes* autJiors has brokcn anything in the 
nature of new grouEid, and ndthcr of them is 
aJtogcthcrfrocfiiOinpaJpabljcerrora; wMleboth 
have treatcd thcir sul^ect on somcwhat con- 
ventional lines. Nevcrtheless thcy secm to pro- 
iddc aL tbat is necessary for the stndent who 
wouJd have a grasp af the esscntial facts and 
cvent5ofthe'Abba3idcpoch. Another and very 
much earlicr Arabic source on which I have 
drawn is the JCiidb al Fak/iri of Ibn Tiqtaqa^ eom- 
pilcd in the first year of the fourtcentli ceniury 
by one who Itad been in Bagbdad at the tiint of 
the Mongol invasion and capture of the dty. 

As (br Buropean compilationsto which 1 have 
referred ha the preparation of this volume* I 
have already mendoned Cibbon. The Eoijicb^ 
piedia Bfitanjiiea and H. G. Wcllsj in his Outline 
^History, may be braeketed with the Dalm and 
Fall as contributon of much recondilt and 
valuable material necessary to the paintmg of 
a suitablc baekground for my hero ] while for 
more spcdhc information or views I have gont 
to such standard worlcs aa Sir Wihiain Muir"? 
The Cai^Uf G. Le Stiange’s Baghdad unåtr ihe 
'Ahha:d.d (^alifaU^ and Q, Huart's Histsae dei 
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Arabes, while I h&ve faund lighter but atm* 
the less useful matter m A Baghdad Chfonkttt 
hy Reuben Levy, as weU aj in other places loo 
DuincTOm to mcntioiL Andj last but not leastj 
I have of oourae coasulted Professor R, A, 
NkhjolBOn*s Ukrs^ Nui^ qf iJbs Aiabr. 

The preparadon of this essay has provided 
me with an oppqrhinity of reiresMiig my 
memory of tlie detaila of a pieture whicii, hy 
very reasoo of its having bsen the haokground 
as it were of my own life for a quarter of a 
century, had become too farnUiar to be noticed. 
The plcasure of rejiewhig acquaintance with 
ihc old landmarks in an effort to interpret for 
the beitcåt of others their signiheancc in the 
history of the Arahs suggests a hope that these 
pages may in their tnm Lnapire some fresher 
mind to the deeper Study, wMch afone can 
prodtiee what is still lacidng in English literi'^ 
ture—a worthy vvork on ebe most famous of 
the Cali6 of ^hdad. 

In mndusioii, I have as tisual to adtnow- 
Icdgc with gradtude the hdp of my wife;» who 
ntidcrtcrok all the seenetariai wodi coimecCed 
with this volume and also prepared the indeK. 

H. P. 
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THE LIGHT THAT FAILED 

Whem 'AEi, tiifi Émrdi and last of the 
Califii/ marcted out of Madina m Octøbcr* 
S^SAnD^pto jacearebd gathcnng on thebordcrs 
of "Iraqjp a man in the street plueked at his 
hridle with a wambig. ‘ Stay ] ’ he cried ' tf 
thon gocsl fbrth &ddi henoe, the goverimitnt 
wi!l depart Drojn thii city ntver litore to retum.' ^ 
Madioa, the city of the Prophet, waa the proud 
metropo^is of an Empire whidi had been won 
hl a singJe generation by the might of the Word 
and the Sword. The virUity and the doquence 
of the desert} whose northem &inge had already 
producedl the two greatrcligians ofthejewsand 
the Christians^ had again taken the world by 
storm. And the ‘ City lUmnined ’ stood ferth, 
as it vrtjre a toreh to guide men thj^ij^h the 
darkness of the Mddlc Ages. It was typical 
—aa Hall and Riyadh werc to bccomt a tbou- 

* MuJ^pp. 
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sand ycare later—of all the vigour and virtuc 
of Arabia, which might indecd have continucd 
to rule much of the world for ycars to come if 
*Ali had hccdcd the worda of a madman. He 
would sccm, howcver, to have made up his 
raind alrcady to transfer the seat of his govern¬ 
ment to Kufa on the banks of the Euphrates. 
And thus, both by his action and his intenUons, 
he sunendered the birthright not of Madina 
only, but of Arabia hcrself, which would hcnce- 
forth count only as a province of her daughter 
Empire. ‘ Yaman is the cradlc and *Iraq the 
grave of the Arabs.’ 

'Ali never retumed to Madina. His son, 
Hasan, only did so after abdication of the 
Califiitc, to perish ignobly in due course at 
the hands of a jcaloui wife or concubinc. 
The star of the Prophct’8 fkmily scemed 
indecd to have set for ever ; and the vigoroua 
Mu*awiya, scion of a coUateral branch of 
the Prophet’s elan, ruled imchallcnged, while 
none regretted the easy and inglorious eclipse 
of *Ali and his brood. Yet the Umaiyid 
dynasty was doomed to a speedy downfkll, 
and ‘Ali destined to inunortality by the hazard 
of an infamous mas&acre, in which perished 
x6 
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Husain, hia second aon, witk ntarly a score 
of the Prophcl'^ dcaccndanta. A thrill of 
horror biistlcd throu^h Islam j and it was 
Madma, whkh in life he had dcaertqdj that 
chtrished ihe remnantfl of *Ali"a house, to Jay 
the foimdationa of a ^tion which for nearly 
thirteen centuries has riven the lute of Islam, 
and winch from the very bcglnning chailenged, 
and tiiumphantly chaUenged, the supremaey 
of Arabia. 

Yazid and hia auccessora never fully rc- 
covered &otn the shocJt of the ghasEly victory 
atlCarbala in GSoauD.j and, thotigh tlit dynasty 
maintalncd its poridon Jn the Empire far two 
géncrationfl after that event, the mysterioiis 
imdericunent of sedition ran in an ever- 
dcepening channel, whose suriaee Trtraa only 
disturbed by occasional, and gcneralJy harm- 
less, ripples. The TJfnaiyid dan produced a 
flnfficiency of ahlc rnlcra to bridge intervala 
of inepdtudt; and in Syria they foiind sup¬ 
port for their imperial aedvides both in a 
aolid phalam: of the genuine tribal elctnents 
of Arabia and in the tradition of disciplined 
dtizenship inherited by their non-Arab sub- 
jeets from the Roman Empire. Mu'awiya 
B 17 
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and hia succcssors stood^ st any rate at tht 
beginnitig, Jor the Arab spirit in tht Empire 
of Isiam ; but the cause of 'Ali prospered in 
the turbulent chaos of 'Iraq, andj broadening 
impereeptibi^' into a Haabiirutc forainla whidi 
exEluded the Umaiyid houae while kaving 
the Edd open to aU the decendants of the 
Prophefs gTaJidfather;^ ^Abdul MuttaHb, wm 
of Hashim^ won fkvour la the provincea 
whieh had Icnown and appreciated the gloriea 
of the Peraian monardhy. 

Slowly but siucely the endemie Peman doe- 
trinc of divine right waa rebom in cflnflici 
with the democratic tradition of Arabia, 
while Idait] iteeJf provided m the person and 
houae of the * Lerd of Manldnd * an admir- 
abJc focus for the veneratiun of rar-Eung 
peopEes and cauntriesj which had accepted 
the religion but never asaimilated the pohtics 
of the dsert In many reapeots the Umaiyid 
era wa the most glorious in the annais of 
Islam and the Arab Empire, tvhich was 
rapidly cjcpandcd to tnclude India in the East 
and Spain to the West; but the inidal enor 
of 'Ali and the tragedy of Karbala combined 
to fbreahadow the day of forelgn supremaey. 
la 
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Muslim scDtimentj as it ilcveloped during 
the Exntury following the death of Muhammad, 
ttttded to ccmici: cm the Prophet^s Ikmily a 
Btatus and privilege vhich be himself had not 
oaly jiÉVCr envisaged but bad impUddy v^aived 
by a cbairacteri^dcally demoeratic gbturc. 
‘Ali—his first coudn and adopted hia 
cvet4oyai beutenant and his daughter^s hm* 
band—had undoubtediy expected tbe rever- 
sion of bia mande; but the Prophet^ in bia 
IsLst moincxLta, had chai^d Abu Bakr to icad 
the praywj, and^ by inveating Jiim thna with 
the chief fiinction of the head of the State* 
had dcarly marked him out aa his succesaor. 
Hia election, after a moment of doubt, ibllowcd 
as a matter of courae ; and wc may perhapa 
trace back to tbis last act of the dying Prophet 
both the failure of Arabia to maintain the 
hegemoDy of the Empire and the ultimate 
^ure of latam itself to hold together as an 
imperiaJ umt, Ic is strange indeed that ont 
who leghlated so minutely for every ciremn- 
stance of pubhe and private Jife should have 
omiteed tc make etcar beyond any possibilicy 

doubt or qtiesdon hia own idea of the ideal 
Ibnn of government for the Islamie community 

19 
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and of the method to be adopted for regulating 
the luccession to the prcsidcncy of the common- 
wealth. 

The architect of a social strueture so rigid 
that it has incurred the rcasoned censure 
of a progressive world, overweeningly proud of 
its material eivilisation, omitted to provide a 
steel frame for its central power-house. Apart 
from his gesture in favour of Abu Bakr, he lefl 
its design to the good sense of posterity, and 
hine illat laerimat! Islam has ever suffered 
from a weakness at the centre, and it is rcason- 
able to believe that much of the history of a 
millennium would have been written very 
diffcrently if the Prophet himself had dcclared 
categorically either for a republican system 
or for the continuance of his own line in the 
chief Office of the State. In choodng Abu 
Bakr he selected the man most capabic of 
wielding the sceptre he bequcathed to him ; 
but he left to ffiture generations a burden 
beyond their capacity to bear effcctively. 
And chaos soon ensued. 

Abu Bakr nominated *Umar to succced him 
—a wise and succcssiul choiee. But *Umar him¬ 
self nominated electors to chooie his successor 
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whcn the titnt shi£}uld come ; and thek choicc 
was ejisastroua. 'Uthmaa was assaasinated and 
‘Ali pLaced on the throjuc by his destroyers. 
With wudc^m and padence he luight cved 
now have jttahilucd the succession in the houfie 
of the Pnophet fiir evefj but fblly brougbt him 
down befort a more vigorous rivalj who suc- 
ceeded in fcundiitg a dynasty and Betting an 
example which haa held the field until our 
own dmes at (he expense of the dctnociatie 
system. Revolutions and intrigue#, it is trucj 
dhdirbed the sequence of dynasdes ; but each 
dyuasty foUowed the exampk of Mu‘awiya 
rather than the inethod of the Prophet, The 
£rst Umaiyjd CaElf caused alJegianee to be 
awom by his subjeets to his son aa hdr- 
apparent^ in tokea of his ackiiowledged right 
to Boeceed to the Gahiate itstlf in due course, 
Au appcaranec of stabihty at the eeatrt waa 
thus secuted to the general advaotage; but 
BOjne of the later Umaiyida and of the 'Ahha- 
sids after them wouJd in due coitrM, aud with 
uufortunatc rcsults, attempt to mortgage the 
loyalty of their adhereuts in advance for more 
than ont generadon. In thd cvtnt demo- 
craey went by the hoard, and dynastic nilc 
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has bcen the fashion in Islam—tempered only 
by a formal manifestation of public approval 
at the accession of cach new ruler. 

Of more moment and interest at this stage, 
however, was the incipient conflict between 
Arabia and the outlying provinces for the 
hegemony of the Empire. *AH, as wc have 
scen, betrayed the Arab causc—unwittingly— 
by Icaving Madina. Harassed on the one 
hand by Mu*awiya'8 rebellious attitudc in 
Syria and on the other by a rival menace to 
the rich province of *Iraq, he sought to turn 
the tables on Damascixs by adopting Kufa 
as his Capital. He might have reversed the 
process with rcsults uldmatcly similar. He 
might, however, have hcld both provinces by 
remaining at Madina, which at Icast involved 
no complicadon of parochial rivalries and 
jealousics. The Prophct’8 dty had a cachtt 
which neither Syria nor *Iraq could match. 
But the die was east, and Damascus for the 
moment triurophed over Kufa. In due coune 
the tables would be tumed on Syria by the 
‘Abbasid revoludon, but the 'Abbasids would 
themselves search 'Iraq in vain for a Capital. 
Kufa would soon be deserted for Anbar ; and 
22 
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Anbar wouid in tum be diacarded ibr— 
Baghdad l But Baghdad was yet unbornj 
and its conception was a masÉeratroke of 
genius. Yet thii ligbt tod isulcd alL t» sdon 
Uke that of tbe ‘ City Iltumlrted.* Oiity the 
lamp remaincd—the tity of Mamur—to aur- 
vivc into our own time and to rcnciv bi the 
twcntieth century the Donflict bctwecn 'Iraq 
and Ai^bia for tlie hcgcCKmy of an Empire in 
the moking—an Empére smaller and more 
compact than that of the caily CalUk» but an 
Empire nonc the Icss^ which needs to-day ao 
Jess than it necdcd then the umty of ipirit 
which le the mJy sute foundatioii of strengtfa. 
But hlstory repeata ttsdf to-day in the struggk 
of an Arahåan dynasty^ adf-oantainedj solE- 
suiEcient and independent, with anofher based 
on the prestige of desoent ironi the Prophet 
himscif but relying on the support of ibreJgn 
advisers and foreign aitns like the 'Abha^ids 
of old, who lookcd tait fbr the light which 
now coinc» from the west. The conåict begnti 
by 'Ali ifl not yet over, and Arabia stUl seekg 
her plflcc in the sun. The quesdon left in 
^uspensc by Muhammad remains nnanswered. 
Mccca, the Capital of Islam, may yet bccome 
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the Capital of the Arabs. And the chief officc 
of the State is «till opcn—between a descend- 
ant of the Prophct and the grcatest of the 
Arabs. But it is as clear now as it was thir> 
teen centuries ago that the sole hope of the 
Arabs lics in their abiiity to unite, to concen- 
trate and to be independent. 



n 

THE SETTING OF THE STAGE 

Maxtor, thc accond of llic ‘AUbasid Califi, 
made himself and hia new city syinbols of 
unity and concentraticD but scarcely of inde- 
pendencc. Hia bloodthiKty yoiinger brotJier, 
thc fim Galifof his clan, had indeed united thc 
jaiTiDg racea of thc Islaiuic Empire under thc 
WaeJt flag of hia house, but hc had owed too 
much to foreign troops and foreigu brains. 
Mansur was eomdoua of them, but the new 
capita] was largely his own both in plan and 
execudon. In dehance of hia fbrdgn advisers, 
he tanipered with Ctcsiphon but aoou dis^ 
covtred his tnistake. Again^ in defiance of 
his ferdgo advisers, Jie Icft the ruins of Choaioes 
to challenge comparison with hij own achieve- 
ment; and postfirity bas given the verdiet in 
fiivour of the older eivilisation. But the crux 
of the aituadon lay In the preacnce of fbre^n 
adviserø- Neither Manaur bimsclf nor his auc- 
«5 
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ccssors coiild do without thcm ; and years 
later Harun would look out aeross the Tigris 
from the windows of his palace to realisc wist- 
fuUy that the real palace and the real rulcr of 
his Empire were over there on the oppoaite 
bank. And even so, twclvc centurics later— 
when the power of the East had gonc West 
and the weakness of the West had scttlcd on 
the East—a new King in Baghdad would look 
out aeross the river to the mansion of a foreign 
adviser on its right bank and would recognise 
that the pomp and circumstance of his own 
situadon was but as a halo against the back- 
ground of the setting sun. 

A colossal lancer pranced upon the central 
dome of the Califs palace in the centre of his 
triple-wallcd city, challenging the world. But 
the * Golden Gate ’ opened fircely to ministers 
and minions from foreign parts, while the 
rugged shaikhs of Arabia stood without, seeking 
admisdon to the Calif’s presence and chafing 
at the new manners. They soon leamed that 
the business of the State was transacted on the 
other side of the river while the Commander of 
the Faithful devoted his attenuon to the arts 
and Sciences—and to women. Baghdad grew 
26 
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apacc as the world poiired out its talcaiti at her 
ftetr Her magnificcncc and myniftccncc werc 
justly £imcd uatil the thronging population. 
outgrew the capaclty of Manaur"a foundatkin 
sild spToad outj up and dowa both banka of 
the Tigria, leaving the CaJirs waJIs in pcacc 
to guard ^cir predous treasurc. It waa thosc 
walls that ptriahed first-—whcn ihe jewel within 
them ceased to be worth guarding—and none 
can trace to-day in thfc stiagglmg wards of 
Karkh the trJple circle that bone them up. 
The rest survived, a puLaing hive of huiuan 
indostry, that grew up uaplaimcd faut luxuri- 
antly roimd the rotting cancase of the 'Ahbaaid 
Colifate. All that waa splendid ia gcnCj but 
the dtc remains to vin^cate the genius of 
Mansur. 

Yet modem Eaghdad^ m wc know it to-day, 
ij but a shadow of its medieval selfi Mamnr 
had dcfiigned and built his oivn Round City; 
not long afttrwarda, at the suggcstioii of a 
foreign eaavoy, hc bad turned out its civiiian 
and commeicial popuJatiGD^ assigning to it the 
land lying astride the canals to tbc south for 
their diftJffering and industry; and on the 
caat side of tbe river he had get up a milltary 
37 
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camp round a palace built for the accommoda- 
tion of his heir-apparent. He was, therefbre, 
the founder not only of the ‘ Round City/ but 
also of the greater Baghdad which survived the 
ruins of his Capitol. The Round City, wrcckcd 
by the first of many sieges only half a century 
after its foundation, never rccovercd from the 
shock and becamc a mere district of the 
metropolk Its mosque, somewhat cavalierly 
treated by its founder in the interests of his 
palace, was extended in due course at the 
expense of the latter. The triple wall cnunblcd 
into the mud from which it was made, leaving 
only the more solid gateways to mark points 
on its circumfcrencc. And the greater Bagh- 
dad, remaining a Capital city for five centuries 
and becoming thercafrer the centre of a pro- 
vindal administration—to endure into our own 
times as such and to become then once more 
the Capital of a kingdom—^was lefr to grow up 
vicariously, expanding and contraedng accord- 
ing to the needs of the dmes, but on the whole 
dwindling to what it was when the Great War 
opened for it the new chapter of to-day and 
to-morrow. 

The site w'a3 too good lo perish ; the avail* 
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able material was too poor tt> cndure i while 
the terraiii, far and wfde oa both bauJts of the 
rivcTj waa such as to favour now constmetion 
rathcj than repaira. Ruina wcrc Icft to en- 
cumber their abandoned sites aad to cnimble 
into duat and under the frequemt assauits of 
floods and enemies^ while virgin ground vpto 
ocoupicd and buih over in thdr ptæe. The 
centr« of Ufe and bu$incs£, of pomp and 
government, shifted bevdldeimgly from. north 
to southi from wcat to tast, clingiiig to tbe river 
on both sideg. In Jater times the now ^reat 
dty of Kadhimain grew up out of a gneat 
cemetery. Karkhj reduced in size and con- 
eentrated tin the West bank of the river, 
remaim to thia day. And on the caat bank 
the modem town octupics the virgin, grotind 
extending from the southeim extremity of the 
eastern dty, as it was in the days of Mansur 
and his successora down to his gjeat-grandton 
Mamun. 

Easterti Baghdad soon, displaced the western 
city aa the centre of the whole ; and so it has 
Temained till to-day, whcn we sce it again 
expanding soudiwards over the ganden suburb 
Of Alwiya to Hunaidi and northwards towards 
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Mu'adiidham ttj ncvivc oncc more the earlicst 
gloiics of tht 'Abbasid period. The wratcm 
dty is reviviitg and cxpandin^ from ihe 
undcfcatcd aubuib of Kvarkh outwBtds to the 
railway coJooy aad ii:p'wajnds aloiig the river 
cowards Kadhimain. Uoder modem condi- 
doQs Baghdad may iodeed bccomc M gtoat 
as evcr it tvas, but littic is ]eft of that Tvhieh 
delighced the eyes and heart of Hamnes 
grand^ther. 

Wc are now, htmevcr, Ohfy concemcd to 
know or innaghie the scene as it was, say, 
durkig thic pcriod of scventy years bctwccn the 
foundadoR of tht Round Qty in 7S3 A.n. and 
the death of Mamun in S33—a period which 
isgenerally and ptrbapftjttstly reganded as the 
most glorious chapter in the liistory of Islam» 
The centre of rhe stage was of coiirac the 
Round City itsdf, conedved and ciccuted as 
a siagle work an a dehnite plan. The inner 
Walt, circuJar and aome 2000 yaids hi diameier, 
coDtained the headquarten of ihc centraJ 
government of the Empire—the CaliTs palace 
in the middlc with the mosque bmit by its 
aadc to confbmt to its alignmcnt rather thM to 
the true bearingofMeoca ; and aroimd them, 
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Sid intmalio for fttratcgic Kjwom, the 
paJaces biiilt to house the QumerDus chUdrcn 
of the Calif and thcir almost cqually nutnc^mus 
motherfi; the oÉGccs oftbe various dcpartmenta 
of State ; aiul the barrad:^ and stables of the 
Gali£’a cavalry. Outmdc thia wall* and betwccti 
it and the tniddk or main watt, the nanw cii- 
cular space, divided into fbur quadrants by the 
roads giving access to tho centre thronigh the 
fhur main gates, resided the merehantå and 
craftsxnenj each Jdnd or goiUt in its avm area, 
foroaing the eivil populadon. And hnaUy, tbe 
simiJar circular spacc bctwccn the mkldlc and 
outer walls was reserved for the defence of 
the dt&deJ, being left unoccupied lo pnovide 
ampJe room for the movement of the gnardlan 
troops fjeom point to point of the vast cii- 
emnference. 

Such was the hemd of MarL5iir's Baghdad. 
It may be assumed that a vicarioua commerdaL 
population iSOon nettled down outnde the limLu 
of the great metinte^ whcrc the auailable gpaew 
could æver have beeti suffleient to acoom- 
tnodate tbe huge popuiadan attracted for One 
reason or another to the capitaL Apart feom 
such casual populadng of the outer spice», 
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we know ihat Manaur diaEnbiitcd £cfs to hia 
generals and other pei^ona of importanc* in 
the lands round tht walls alwut Uift numeroua 
canalsj wfaioh carried the waten of tiic Eupk- 
rats mto the aiater river after satufynig the 
iirEgadonal and other itoeds of the dtyn Each 
fief dffveloped naiurally enaugh into a hamlet 
or viUage) ivhich, coalKscdng in the coiirsc of 
tiinc with similar néighbourSj dcveloped into 
suburhs undJ a aubiifban ring endrclcd the 
Round City and pnt forth namow spokes, as 
of a wheel, along the Hahb of the main outgD- 
ing thorougiifaica—and pardcuUrly dopg the 
Kuia or pilgritn roadj which soon carried an 
enormous exteodon of Karkh to the south'ward. 
On the north, between a sandy tract of de«rc 
and the rJver, the great oemetery sprawied over 
a vast area with its ^mcais Bhiincs.—of Ahmad 
ibn Hanbat, of the two Imams who gave their 
name to Kadhimain, and of the iJlustrioua 
queen Zubaida herself. And ÉnaUy^ beyond 
the liver to the eastj. with no &wer than 
threc bridges of boati to bbd the two sides 
into a single whole^ lay the nuelcus of 
Eastem B^hdadj the futnre superseder of 
Mansui^s own dty—the suburb of Rusafaj 
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bom £jf Mahdi^s pala,cic and cEinp, with 
tbc oudying quartcra of Shammaaiya and 
Mufcbftrrlm. 

Sucb was the Bagfidad of Mansur and hh 
immodJate sucetsaors—and it is perbaps anly 
nectasary to nicnticm the fact that Manaur, 
seasing doubtlcss the isolation itaposed on him 
by the drcuaistanccs of the Koimd Qiiy, bmlt 
for himscir another palace outflide its wftlli on 
a pTomontory iadng Rusafa aeross tbe river, 
which he surrounded witb a noble gatden and 
named tht 'Mansion of Paradisc.' He did not^ 
howcver, survive long to enjoy the dcligJita of 
tJiis earthly heaven^ for b the very year of its 
oorapletion (775 a.d.] he flot out to petform the 
pilgtimage at Mecca and died within sight 
aJmoGt of the holy cityr According to one 
aceount he fell from hU horse and bmke his 
neck on the ateep sJope Jeading down into the 
Mccoan valley the pasa of Ri' al Hujul; 
while another story places his tomb near that 
of the Prophef s wi£e Mabiuna» some scvtji or 
cight mil^ out on the pilgrun road. In eiiher 
ca« he died full ofyeara—he was nearly seventy 
—and honour; and it is rccorded of him that, 
having a presentiment of his approaching 
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end befbre he left 'Iraq, be had laken tht 
prceaudon of waming tJs pm and auGceæorj, 
Mahdi, against the lemptadDii to neglcct hia 
emn Round City ia favour of ita taatern suburb, 
MahdJ, dudfuUy enoughj made the westem dty 
hia hcadquarters and apparcntly redded at the 
‘ Golden Gate^ lUelfj though bc aho retained 
the Rusafa mansion of the castem bank in 
freqnent use. Hamn affected the ‘ Mansioti 
of Paiadiac ^ as his rcaidenccj at any rate till 
he migrated to Raqqa on the upper EnphrateSj 
whdc bis soDj Amin^ retttmed to the * golden 
palace,' to pexisH hefore long in the defence 
of the tripk-walled dty againsE his hrother. 
And then, at last, Mamun transferred hia 
headquarteits to the castem bankj wliere he 
occupied the Bamneddc mansioiit aftervvaids 
calied the Hasajii palace, to celehrate his 
accession. 

Thcre, for a britf period, the glory of the 
'Abband Qilifate shone out again as in the 
carly days ; but the end was near and, with 
the death of Mamun, Baghdad lost fiir over 
ita place and prestige as the mistress of the 
Eaatem Empire, For half a ceatU 47 , indeed, 
Sam arra actually displaced it as the nominaJ 
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«pitaJ, but, even whcn the Galjl» letumcd to 
ncsidc at Baghdad for the ncxt four ceatuiica, 
the Califate had lost its power and its repte- 
sentativiis wcre but puppcts or pruoncrs ia 
hirdgn hands. 
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Harijn and Baghdad wcrc conceived in the 
t^me year ; and the babe destined lO undymg 
famc WS4 born in 765 jk.d. at Raiy near the 
modem Capital of Persia, some 500 miles from 
the new-bom dtadel of grandfathcr, which 
vvnidd be the scene of bis own magniUcence 
and the centie of hk legend. Hk father, 
MahdJ^ dtcji a ynung man of twenty, had in 
75® heen sent by Mansnr, in company with 
a cnmiderable force under the actnal command 
oF Ibxi Khuzaima, to dcaJ with rcbellious on 
the north-casttm confines of the Empire. 
With only a brief vkit to Ku^^ still the Capital 
of the Gadifotfi, in 761 bc appear; to have spent 
the nejtt ten years in Persia. And it waa in 
DI about the year 75^ that, ailcr crushing the 
rtbellioua govemnr of Tabanstan^ he had 
aitnexed from the latttr^s household two 
maidenS} One of whom, n a m ed Khaizaran» 
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gave birth in ihc fbllowing yeais tn two boys 
and the other to a girL The cldest of thcsc 
three cbiidneii was the futurc CaUf Hadi, the 
second Harun himKl^ and the girl "Abbasa. 
And at abouE the same thne aa Harim^ and in 
the same place^ was bom a named Fadtil, 
ta Yahya ibn Bafmak, who now makea hk 
firat appearanec on the atage a^ an odieial 
on the staff of the heir-apparent during the 
lattet'® campaigiis in Persia, while his &tber, 
KhaMj, Dccupicd a positioti of trust in the 
aervicE of the Calif himselE 

Thus did blind desdny farge the lidJcs of a 
tragie Chain. The blood of his brother and 
haif-sister and that of two generations of his 
foster^brother^s family —fot iri token of their 
mutnal love the two roothers were wont to 
exehange the infants at their breasts eaeb fbr 
other—would stain the cscutchcon of Hamn 
and leave an indclible^ inotpUcable blot on 
one of the brightest pages of the world’s 
hia to ry. 

Tt was indeed a strange world then of strife 
and darkness as of the primcval chaos, with 
herc and therc a meteor streaidng througb the 
dim galaxica of humanity with a brilliartee 
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and mobility thaE shaci and astoniab us in 
the modcrn world of mcchanlsed speed and 
stagnant warfarc. Scarce a generadan had 
passed since tht lapping tide of Islam had 
rcached its fufthest limita east and west and 
had begun io ehb. At the beginning of the 
centuryj wboac middlc cemrse was EO witness 
the birth oX Baghdad and Hamn^ tbc S&Tacena 
had oversptead Franc* and» witb a Utde more 
juck or momenturn, might have imposed their 
Msh on the barharians of central Euxopo and 
i&land Britain. But the luck had changed. 
The momentum wus lachii^H And the pmni- 
dve jealousics of the Arabhm desert aæerted 
thenudves in a host that had bome the 
brunt of a scvcn^lays" battle witit the masaed 
chivaJry of the Frants. 

fjharjea Martd, illegitiniate son of the elder 
Pefpm, duie of the Franks and progenltor of a 
line of kings, rested victorious on the battle* 
field of Poitierjj while the Moons silunk away 
beyond the barrier of the PyrtDciSj never to 
nccjioss them. Spain would for somt cen- 
turles remain the furtbest outp<Ht of Islam 
towards the west; but it had already drifted 
irrcvocably out of the orbit of the Eastern 
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Califatc, ajad Afiica wouM soon foHow its 
ciamplc, ccntrin^ OQ Pez and Qpirawao. 
The collapse of the Umaiydda of Daniascus in 
750 A.D. had inaugiiintcd the era of rival or 
separate Gali(ktes, Never more would there 
be unity in Iskm, but Ehe "Abbasid Gah&, 
tenitorially circumseribed from the beginnin^^ 
woidd ncvcrthelcsa gain more tlian had been. 
lost in the conccntratloa of their authqrity in 
an East still large cnough, strong cnough, and 
grand enough to challcngc eomparisop wiih 
the West. 

Mcanwhik Ghristendqnij saved by a miracle 
fiom the faith and the ndc of tbe Saracens, 
proceeded to demonatrate the weakneas of 
the nominal £mpbc whose capital was Oou- 
stantinoplcj, and whosc lord waa Leo the 
Igaurian—an ueurper of the purpte vfho, 
nevcTthcloKj foimded a dynasty and galned 
lame for the introduetion into Christendom 
of a new sebism based on an ancient tbeme. 
Whea Charles Martcl saved Europe for 
Ghristianity on ihe fidd of Eoadess iti 73^^ 
tJic battle of the second commandment was 
already at its height throughout the vast 
eatent of the Roman Empire. ClmstcDdoiin 
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was divided from top to battom (ul an ifisut 
which the Frophet of Islam had wi«ly settJed 
for ever in a manncr that allowed of no com- 
promise^ though it has perhapa been pro- 
duotive of 5 onie inconvcnicncc In lalamic 
0Quntri« since ibc discovery of photography 
and other innocent methods of maMng the 
still or moving * likcness of any form that k in 
hcavcti above or that is in the earth bcncath, 
or that 13 in the water under the cartli/ 

Wc are not herc coacemed with the squabblcs 
of Christendom on thb vital issuc of the images 
cxcept in so fat that the lemporary triumph of 
the Iconoclasts^ue rather to masterfuL 
virility of Leo and his son GonstantiDc V than, 
lo any deep feeling of nesentment against the 
pietorial representation of their saints among 
the peoplc—and its provocative proclamadon 
by 33S bishops at the great synod of 754 had 
repcTCUBions that changed the face of a world 
whkh was now to come into dosc contact, 
dipioniatio or milit&ryj with the ‘Abbasid 
Galifs^ From Rome the Pope, Gncgory 11 , 
hurlcd abiise and invective at hia diatant 
sovereign without goiiig far enough to satiafy 
the outraged peoplcs of Italy, who clung lo 
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thcir imagcs but sought thcir indepcndcnce. 
The Lombards thrcatcned Rome in its dis- 
ordered nakedncss, and Grcgory’s succcssor 
wcnt forth to seck the aid of France in the 
cjty*s extremity. Pepin, nothing loth, came 
down upon the Lombards to chasdse them. 
And iwenty years later, in 774, Pcpin’s son 
camc down not only to chastise them once 
more for thcir renewed contumaey, but to 
become in due course Emperor of the West 
It was not indeed till 800 a.d. that Charlc- 
magne became in name what he had been in 
fact for the previous quarter of a century. 
Bul, Islam having disintegrated into three parts 
in the middle of the eighth century as the result 
of Charles Martel’s victory at Poitiers and the 
coUapse of the Umaiyid Califate, the loose-knit 
body of Christendom had followed its examj^e 
by splitting into two empires in the year pre- 
ceding the death of Mansur and the accession 
of Harun’s father to the throne of the Eastem 
Califate. And, in the event, it was Charle- 
magne by virtue of his central posidon that 
held the balance of the world’8 power—pro- 
teedng the Spanish Muslims from the Eastem 
Calif and sn^ng on the Eastem Calif in his 
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challcngc to the Eastem Empire of Constantinc 
VI and Irene. 

From 774 to 814 Charlemagne bestrode the 
worid’s stage like a colossm, observing the play 
of the ihrcc Calilatcs and a rival empire. But 
wc are only conccmcd herc with the scenes in 
which the Emperor of Byzantium and the Calif 
of Baghdad come and go with the wcarisome 
reiteration of their alarums and cxcursions 
between the Bosphonis and the Mesopotamian 
fironticr. Wc may begin thcrcforc with the 
year 757, when Constantinc V advanced on 
the Muslim territories to capture Malatia, only 
to lose it again in the same year to the army 
and aunts of Manaur, who celebrated his 
victory by agreeing to a seven years' trucc 
with the traditional enemy. In fact the trucc 
appears to have lasted, with perhaps minor 
inhaedons of its conditions fix>m time to time, 
until the last year of Mansur’8 reign, when wc 
find hostilides resumed in a raid on Laodicca, 
rcsulting in the capture of a large booty of 
women and children and the acceptance by 
the Emperor of an obligadon to pay an annual 
tribute to the Calif’8 treasury. 

Meanwhilc, in 769, Mahdi, having already 
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been dcclared heir-apparcnt in supcncssion 
of his cousin *Isa, retumed from his Pcreian 
campaigns to find a palace ready for his oocu- 
pation in the Rusafa submb on the east bank 
of the Tigris opposite his fathcr*s *Mansion 
of Paradisc.' And we may assume that with 
him camc the young Hamn, with his brother 
and half-sister and their mothers, to look upon 
the splcndours of Baghdad for the first time. 
Six years later the ailing Calif went on his last 
piigrimage to Mccca, having duly communi* 
cated to his son his last will and testament of 
advice, waming him against encouraging the 
growth of the castem suburb of his beloved 
Capital, and bidding him ever to favour and 
rdy on the foreigners from Khurasan to whom 
the dynasty aircady owed so mueh. 

His parsimony and fhigality had left a wcalth 
of treasure for the new Calif to dissipate, but 
Mahdi seems to have retained a rcasonable 
balance in his expenditurc on useful works and 
transient vanitics. If he thought nothing of 
providing himsclf and his princely rednue with 
snow from the Persian mountains to cool their 
sherbet or winc—for the juice of the grape was 
no more taboo in court circles—on the aiduous 
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t^grim road tc Mccca, bc did at Icait think 
much of the needs of the ordinary and 

equippsd the desert bighway wilh rat-houses 
and Tesavot3, whilt the imptovement of com- 
mumcaUons in a vast and unwieldy Empire was 
his conatajit cancern. It was in his reign thac 
ihe posta) service was accclerated and impwvcd 
qnit^ oli rccognition, wbile it was Kcmin^y 
his brain that conceived the idoa of appointing 
bis oonfideiicial spics to every poatmastership 
in the realm with the spedai fitnction of ad- 
vidng hiin of ali that passed’ the iocal gessip 
and inEfiguca—jtJ the distant outpaata of the 
Empire^ 

He took up witli characterisdc energy firtm 
the b^inning the long dormant feud with 
Byaantinm i and Sying raids into AaLa Modr 
as far as Angora prodneod the incvitablc 
couflter-attacks on the Syrian Jronder, whera 
the GaJirs army fiuifcricd a serious defeat in 
77B. Nothing daunted, he set to ivork vigor- 
ously orgaiusing a huge army of loojooo men 
to avcEge the disasterj and» having proceeded 
as (ar as Aleppo to launch it on les way^ 
nominated his son Hanin^ now about eighteen 
years of age, to the chief command] with Yahya 
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the Barmakl as Im chief counsdior and many 
expericnccd generals in his train. 

Thiis did Hanm, who had doubtlcss received 
a normal educadon in the military and eivil 
funedons of a ruling caste, have his first oppor- 
tunity of disdnguishing himsclf. Following 
the coast in his victorious progress, he reached 
the Bosphorus itself, wherc the Empress Irene 
was forced to suc for peace and pay a heavy 
ransom. By good luck or good management 
everything had gonc k> wcU on this campaign 
that a proud and delighted father nominated 
Hanm forthwith to the govemorship of all 
the western provinces from Syria to Adhar- 
baijan, and soon afrerwards proclaimcd him 
as second in suecession to the Califate afrer 
his elder brother Musa, sumamed Hadi. 
With this new honour he conferred on the 
younger son the dtle of Rashid—the virtuous 
or orthodox—but alrcady the danger-signal of 
palace intriguc had begun to be apparent. 

On his accession to the throne Mahdi had 
manumitted the slave-mother of his two sons 
and made her a queen by formal marriage. 
That she had ever exercised a strong ascen> 
dancy over him can scarcely bc doubted, and 
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U is unltkely thai ber infiiiftnce would be 
diminkhed biy her dcw dignityK At the same 
dmt it was unfortunjEe tbat Hamn was his 
motbei^s favoyrice at tbc expensc of bis dder 
brother, who bad been proclaimcd hdt- 
appaitcit kkjh after Mabdi's accession. Khai- 
zatOJi DOW iDtrigucd witb tbe Calif) who 
appeara to have Éharcd her prdTei^cc fot 
Harunj to get tbe cldcst son sct aside Ln favour 
of bis brother. A suggestion on these lino 
was aetualiy made hy Mabdi in a letter H> 
Hadi, wbo was then engaged ia a Peisian 
campaign, and who vigoroudy repudiated 14 
while diaregarding an order of recall to 
B^hdad that soon foUowcd, The unfor- 
tunate Kadi waa thus fotced into an attitudc 
of apparent rebcUion ; and hia enraged Eiither, 
douhdess spiiTiéd to action by tbe wife he 
loved so fondly^ aet out from Bagbdad at tbe 
htad of an army to enforoe fiJiaJ respect for 
pareotal antbonty* 

He never lettuncdj and the nebcl son reigned 
in his stead^ A poisoned fhiic, apparently 
intended by onc of his concubines for anotber 
more beautirul or moro favoured, was caten 
by Mabdi bimadf, who, at the carly age of 
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forcy-thrcc, was binHed in Fcmaii soilj while 
dic army ihat had gone f&rth with Mm was 
]ed back by Hanm to Baghdad^ and the m- 
signia of the CaJifate were immediaedy Ibr- 
wanded to the rightful hcir. By no single atl 
of all his brilliaDt carecr did Hamn better 
vindicato Ms w&rthuitaa of the imperial sceptre 
than by thus rcnoundng it in the interats of 
dvil peaec. The army was his for the com- 
mandingj and hc disbandccl it Hia elder 
hrother was at his mtrey, and he placcd him 
on the thrane. His mother aought to thrust 
greatnesa on him^ hut he pttferced to ahide by 
the verdiet of Fate. Of ftrw can it bc said ao 
truly that he wai bom gneat. 

Ag it tumed out, he did not have long to 
wait. The rclgn of Hadi was ahort and without 
gloryj though one substandal aehJevement 
ntust bo placed to his credit^ For the ten 
years of his fathcr's reign Ms modicr had 
played an active part in the affairs of the 
State, and had to tome extent dominatied the 
situadOHj not aitogether crcdiEably. She was 
too mueh obsessed wiih the quesdon of the 
suGcession in favour of her younger gon; and 
the r^ult ivag the disfigurenient of Mahdi'5 
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record by a scries of palace intrigues, which 
could not have rcsultcd othcrwisc than in 
eivil war but for the accident of another 
woman’s unintended intervention. Great 
issues hang by slcndcr threads, and the namc- 
less concubine who had accompanied Mahdi 
to the ware was destined to make brilliant 
history. Harun was to die young of an in- 
curablc discasc, and his father periahed by an 
accident. If the latter had lived as long as 
Mansur, Harun would never have reigned as 
Calif of Islam ; and the familiar tdc of the 
‘Arabian Nights’ would have lost its central 

Hadi’s first concem was to put hu mother 
in her proper place. The Ministers of State, 
who had fircely frequented her salon to know 
the real wishes of her husband, werc wamed 
to take their orders in future from the Calif 
himself and to respeet the tradirional privaey 
of a lad/s apartments. ‘ Am I,’ said he to hu 
great ofiBcers, ' and my mother the betters of 
the like of you and your mothers, or not ? ’ 
* Veiily art thou our better and your mother ! ’ 
came the inevitable reply of the courders. 
•Then, tell me,’ he went on, ‘is therc any 
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you would have men gossip of tli«r 
mother. saying : Such an onc^s mothcT did 
dus or said that ? * * Tbcnc is none such among 
us/ Ehey «pliiedn ' Theti whai ia it/ hc asfccd^ 
*tliat makes you frequcaf my mothtr and 
gossip about Jicr ? ’ So du: Qijeen-Motlier was 
Icft iQ womauly pcaec thcaccforth^ to thini of 
the splendours of tbt past and the posdbilitks 
of the futurc. But she rcficai£ied from tasdng 
of the dish« sent by a dutiful son for lier 
refreshment—poisoned daintins, suggnsts the 
recordcT ^ of the court gossip though pmbably 
without proof—and llved to encompass his 
doiynfall at the hands of tie concubiius to 
wbose idlc eodety she bad been rclegated by 
hjs ordera, 
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THE GOLDEN PRIME 

The dawn of the golden age was heraldcd by 
dull clouds on the horizon. The troubics of 
the palace were reBected in the sporadic rcvolts 
and disturbances of a troubled Empire. And 
the alarums and excursions of Kharijites and 
Zindiqs in Mesopotamia itself paved the way 
for an aetual rcbcllion in the Hijaz, wherc the 
battle of Fakhkh on the outskirta of Mecca 
settled in the year 786 the fate of another *Alid 
rising and rcsultcd in the death of yet another 
pretender of the *AIid elan, Husain the great* 
great-grandson of the Calif 'Ali, whose tomb 
and the resting-places of his fellow-' martyrs' 
were to form in due course the nucleus of the 
modem suburb of Al Shuhada. The same 
battle resulted also in more distant reverbera- 
dons, for there fied therefirom one named Idris 
ibn 'Abdullah, who found in the end a refuge 
among the Berbers of Africa and founded at 
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Fez a dynasty, which has lasted to our own 
times and even thrown back an ofishoot to 
take root again in Arabia. 

Yet, not content with the difficuldcs con^ 
fronting him in many parts of his realm, Hadi 
had tempted Fate with an ill-adviscd intiigue 
to upset the arrangements of his father in the 
matter of the succession. Harun in all con> 
science had done nothing to deserve the 
animosity of his brother and even now pre* 
ferred to rctirc into private life rather Åan 
contest the nomination of his nephew JaYar 
as heir-apparent. Yahya the Barmaki, alone 
of all the court officials, counsclled his soverdgn 
against a step so unwise, but was east into 
prison for his pains. And therc was after all 
none left but the disgruntled Queen-Mother to 
keep the flag flying of her favourite son. 

Hadi was away at his country palace ncar 
Mosul, apparcntly convalescing from some ill- 
ness, when he was smothered in his slccp by 
his concubines. The news was rapidly con- 
veyed to Baghdad, wherc Khaizaran, whose 
complidty in the plot can scarcely Ik ques- 
tioned, had everything ready for the proclama- 
tion of Harun. By a strange coinddence the 
5 * 
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lattci^s cldest son, the futurc Calif Mamun, was 
bora of a concubine, who had bcen an Afghan 
princess, on the same auspicious day which 
thus ushered in what is regarded by the 
historians of the East as the most brilliant 
half-ccntury in all the history of Islam. To 
what extent the splendid phantasy of the 
* Arabian Nigbts * has been responsible for the 
glamour that has ever surrounded the reign 
of Hanm al Rashid it is difiicult to say, but 
sober historians, cspecially in the East, have 
been inclined rather to lay a greater emphasis 
on the era of Mamun, who, it must be remem- 
bered amidst all that can be said in his &vour, 
was after all the lucky heir of a fully devcloped 
dN-ilisation. Yet, in cxalting these two rdgns 
of father and son, they would secm to crr in 
neglecting the undeniable importance of the 
long period during which Mansur not only 
laid soHd foundadons for the Califate, but 
ercctcd most of the superb strueture which 
was at once the scene and source of all the 
later brilliance. 

Without Mansur it may be doubted whether 
the 'Abbasid Califate would have stuvived the 
vicissitudes of the troublesome world of those 
5 » 
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times. Without him there would have bcen 
nonc of those rescrvcs of wealth, conserved by 
his panimony, whosc splendid dissipadon by 
his grandson and great-grandson made Bagh- 
dad the hub of the eivilised worid for the 
nonce, only to plungc it thereafter—^when its 
wealth was exhausted—'into the abyss. 

Historians have indeed scarcely bcen fair to 
Mansur, and the rcason may be sought in the 
careful financial administradon which in those 
days went by the name of parsimony and mean- 
ness. He was no patron of the poets and 
chroniclcrs that later rcvelled under the benign 
encouragement of Hanm and his successors, to 
distort (to some extent at Icast) the true values 
of the events they sang or recorded. But per- 
haps the worst that can bc said of them is 
that, while not altogcther successful in the 
task of placing the three greatest Caliis of the 
*Abbasid line in their true reladve perspeedve, 
they were guilty of a more scrious defeet of 
omission in neglccdng the solid contribudon of 
the Umaiyids to the world’8 development out 
of the chaos of the Middle Ages. It is natural 
enough in the circumstances that they shotild 
have magnified the works of their own patrons 
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at the cxpcnsc of thtir predeccsacua. But the 
impardd hist&rianof ±egrcat Arab movement^ 
which began with the Prophet^s mission and 
ended with the fal] of the UmaiyidSj cannot 
biit critiedst advcrsely the tendency that grew 
SD rapidly to jettison the stem hut strenuoms 
virtnea of the desen, by which the Tslainic 
Empire had been bidlt up on the solid founda¬ 
tion of a single cncedj in favour of the easy 
grace of the older pagatiism—of Romt as weii 
as of Persia—which brought the wholc odibee 
of the Galifatc eashlng dovm in ruin as soofi 
as the foundations had been cffcctrvcly under- 
mined by the gnowing ascendancy of fordgn 
influcncH. 

Mansur, as we have scen, sought simultane- 
ousiy to prollit by and contrøl the cjEotrc 
elcinents to which his dynasty had owed so 
much, but he had advised his son to pin his 
faith lo them without reserve if he would be 
saved. And Mahdij ably seconded by his 
Fcrfiian wife^ had bequeathed to hjs heirs a 
system ahom of all but the name of the Arabian 
Califatc; Peialao influcnce was supreme and 
dominant thtoughouc the Empire to which 
Hajun the Virtuous succeeded In 7S6 a.d. on 
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the death af his dder bmther. And for the 
n«t half-ceutury the smr of (he Galifote would 
stand at its zenith, to sicUs thertafter lo an 
ingloiiou? scldng in ihe West^ whene Gharle- 
magne wa^ nneonscioiisly laying the fbiinda- 
tiona of the modera wotld onjuatsuetprimidve 
demenis of tribal barhafism as had swanoied 
out of Arabia in the aeventh century to conquer 
the earth^ The rigidily of the faJth and syatem 
of Idam liag aften bccu aflcribcd as the rool 
cause of the fkilnrc of the Galifate to maie good^ 
bul it is at least peimisdbk to aeek the causea 
of il9 political decay in the retum of the liudty 
of an older civCisadon to lap its foundations at 
the veiy height of ita glory. 

For the moment we have to consider not the 
ultimatc dcdJne and fall of the CalUhte^ but 
the heyday ofits imperial spkndour; andJtwill 
not be out of placc to recaU and emphasbe the 
fact aJready notiied that Hanm had owed hia 
throne not to any self-sceking clfort on his ovm 
part, but to the natural play of dheumstances,. 
T^ce he had renaunced hk daJm to the 
highest othee, and tlius given evidenoe of a 
charaeter of no conunon order. His nominat 
command of the cxpcdiiion against Icene had 
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brought him laureli which we nccd not take 
too røiously in onc so young ; but the enthu- 
siasm of both his father and his mother in his 
favour at ihe expense of their elder son may 
argue the possession of qualities too rare to be 
wasted in private life. Yct wc know in fact 
little enough about his early years cxcept that 
he and his brother were sufHciently addicted to 
the chamu of music to move their father to 
wam the minstrels of the court against frequent- 
ing their society. And now at the age of 
twenty-three Fate had placed him on the 
world’s greatest throne of those times, while 
posterity has on the whole awarded him a more 
than favourable verdiet on the uses he made of 
the great opportunities which lay befbre him. 

It was perhaps fortimatc for him that 
Khaizaran, having successfully achieved her 
great ambition, disappeared quiedy from the 
scene. We hear no more of her doings, but 
it is on record that she died in the year 790 
at Baghdad, where she was buried in the 
cemetery on the east bank of the river in the 
district now known as Mu‘adhdham. Her 
retirement, however, in no way tended to 
diminish petticoat influcncc~if wc may usc 
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so European a phrase of a country in which 
women normally wcar trousere and men skirts 
—at court. The Round City indeed becamc 
a vaat harem of the CaliTs womcnfolk, of whom 
three played some part in the history of the 
rcalm, while the rest—concubines, dancers, 
singers and the like—under the supreme charge 
of a notorious creaturc, the eunueh Salam al 
Abrash, constituted a monster chorus of beauty 
and talent beside which the splendours of Holly- 
wood pale into significance. The slavc-market 
of Baghdad, constantly replcnishcd by the 
human procceds of frequent wars, was di^ned 
through a sieve of experts into the palace, while 
sufficient was Icft of wit and lovclincss after the 
satisfaction of their requiremcnts to adom the 
mansions of the nobles and mcrchants who had 
the means to pay for such luxurics. Sexual 
cxtravagance was the order of the day among 
the wealthy, while the common herd, who paid 
heavy taxes to support the State and court, 
would seem to have been limited by cconomic 
pressure to a system of practical monogamy. 
Yet prostitution does not seem to have formed 
a conspicuous feature of Baghdad life, and the 
police were expected to maintain an outward 
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show of decorum by the supprcsåon of public 
solicidng and brothcls. Even night-clubs were 
strictly confined to speeified localitics ; and 
sounds of rcvclry elscwherc were liable to 
subjeet the revcllcrs to the unwelcomc atten- 
tions of the guardians of the peacc. 

\Vinc, forbidden to the faithful, was not 
eschewed by their Commander, and flowed 
heely in the best salons to enhance man*s 
delight in woman and song. And the emphasis 
is always placed, strangcly cnough, on the song 
rather than the woman, for the golden age of 
the Calilatc was csaenrialJy an age of music. 
To know not the tunes of Siyat and his pupils, 
Ibrahim of Mosul and Ibn Jami* of the 
Quraish, was to argue oncself unknown ; whilc 
Ibrahim is said to have maintained a regular 
conservatoire of budding artistes in constant 
training for the delectadon of the Calif and 
his court. He had indeed suffered severe 
chastisement at the hands of Mahdi for cor- 
rupting the innocent youth of his sons, while 
on the same charge Ibn Jami*, narrowly escap- 
ing the same punishment, had been banished 
to Mecca, wherc he appears to have squandered 
his substance on dogs and gaming. But the 
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damage had bcen done before its perpetrators 
were punished ; and years afterwards, when 
Mahdi waa no more, a pauper minstrel pre- 
senting liimself at the * Golden Gate,’ was duly 
put through his paces before a curtain con- 
cealing his audience. His Hrst song brought 
down on hira an enquiry as to its provenance, 
which he boldly answered with the assertion 
that it was his own. ‘ You lic,’ he was told, 
‘ it is Ibn Jami’s.’ His sccond effort met with 
a similar recepdon, but it was the turn of the 
audience to be astonished on hearing that it 
was indeed Ibn Jami* himself that had sung. 
So the old comipter of the young prince was 
rewarded by the Calif with wealth beyond his 
wildest dreams, in retum for which he rewarded 
his august patron by singing a coon-song 
snatched from the lips of an aged negress on 
the pilgrim road. To judge—if one may pre- 
sume to judge the musical taste of other times 
—by the speeimens of songs that caused their 
hearers to swoon away in a delirium of de- 
light, it was poor stufif that passed for music 
in thosc days; but it was the indpient 
|>atronage of the arts, so stcmly discouraged 
by the puritan standards of Islam, that 
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counted perhapa for more than the irt itsdf 
that >va 3 patrotUsed. 

The iTigP>s of Hamn and hk son Mamun 
jttand out conspitnoualy against the dart back- 
ground of the wld’s ignorance as be^cotis 
welcomiag the rcbirth of the arts and Sciences 
after théir Inng edipse. The trcaaurcs of tite 
paat tvere cagtrly soiigbt out in their obscurc 
Mding-plflces^ and tJic stortd-up knowlcdgc of 
ancieiit Grecce was ncplaced at the disposai of 
the world in Arabic translations of the worka 
of her pMlosophcnfi astranomers^ dootors, 
herbalisca ei hof gems omne, while the mort it- 
condjte taates of the ms^es werc catered for 
in trcatiies m astrology and hypnotbm, Æword- 
swallowityg, glass-chewing ajid the like. The 
torch of knowlcdgc wa) reUt and the taste 
for Icaming revi^^ed in an atmosphtfe that 
chaUcngtd the long monopoly of profcaaional 
thcologians. It is perhaps not ao mueh ihc 
acJuevraicnt aa the cxamplc of Hamn and bis 
son that cndtlcs theiji to the commendatiou of 
posterity as pioncera on tbe long and thorny 
path that pointed the way to the niodcrn world. 

As patrons of literature and ari Lhcy have 
natur^y been rewarded by the histodans and 
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P«t# and anccdotjsts with somc ejtagger^don 
of thcir Services to humanit^ at the Ccpcosc 
of thdr Umajyid prcdcccssoo, but^ after all 
said and doliej the famc of Mn*aiviya and his 
dynasty rtais rather on tbeir military stploits 
and the succc^ of their empire-bmlding than 
on Services rtndcred to the wordder cause of 
huma» progrc$3. Tbey bave leCt, indeed, a 
permanent mark on the world aa far aficld 
as Spain dd the one hand and India on die 
otheTj but it may be fairly questioned whecher 
their aehievement cati be compared with that 
of Harun, who not otdy addod nothing to the 
territorial extent of his inheritance, but aetiiaJIy 
witnessed some diminution—notably in AMca 
—of the imperial statnre of the Califate, 
Neveithcless he more than made good the 
loss cf Eome prccaiicus prcvinccs by banding 
down to a pMterity extending far beyond the 
Umits of his effeetive influence as a rujer the 
pried^ heritage of Jearoing. And it is per- 
haps more particularly to bia credit that thb 
feat was achievcd in an atmosphero wboUy 
unfavourablc to such a development by one 
whOf despite his enhghteaed atdtude towards 
the aedvtdcs of the human mind^ abated no 
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jot tJT tittlc of hk attachment to a crecd of 
whicB hc TA?as the natura! cJiampian m tho 
lucccssor of the PropheL 

In spite of his addietion to the queshonaclc 
or forhiddcfl plcasurcs of music and winc^his 
tnj<?yinent of femaie cliann being well within 
the four corners of the Prophet'5 dispeosatioo— 
it cannot bc doubEed for a moment that he wtu 
of a deeply rcligiDus tum of mind> and that he 
took quite scidously the dudes and funedom 
dcvolving upon hin as tho head of a thcocratic 
State. The Jamty of Ofe atBaghdad may indeed 
have encouraged a tendency to freeth^ght and 
irtedigton lii the higher atxata of aocjety ), but 
the Calif himsclf—exccpl io the matter of winc 
—indulged in no such atraying from the paths 
ofvirtwej and notQnlyniadntaincd tmawcrvingly 
a eorreet artitude towarda the essential tcneia 
of his Iftith hut seenis to have displayed at 
timcB a tendenqf to fanadeism ivhicb had 
hitberio not been a conspienous feature of the 
"Abbaaid Califate, though peither Mansur ftor 
Mabdi had allowcd himsclf the licensc or thft 
extravagance of Harua. 

Mamur had indulged neither in muaic nor 
wine ; and Mahdi^ pmonally eschtwmg wine 
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though pcrmitting its use at court, had sootfaed 
himsclf with song while carefiiUy guardtng his 
ofispring from its scducdons. Yct neither of 
them had evinced any bigotry or hostility 
towards the devotees of other faitlu than Isiam, 
while Hanm, conspicuous in his attachment to 
music and discrcctly free in his pardality to 
liquor, showed hitnself in the end somcwhat 
intolerant of the jews and Ghrisdam, on whom 
he was the first of the Muslim rulcrs to impose 
the obligadon of wearing disdnedve dress. A 
capitulatory measurc of this kind may indeed 
have been to some extent advantageous to its 
viedms rather than otherwise, in proteedng 
them irom the attendons of the police during 
their indulgcnce in pracdces permitted by their 
religions but denied to the devotees of Islam. 
On the whole, howcvcr, the Jews and Chrisdans 
of Baghdad felt the new reguladons as a deroga> 
don of their status, while Harun’8 hosdlity to 
churches and synagogues was as injurious as it 
was offensive. Up to this time, and dadng 
firom long befbre the refoundation of Baghdad, 
the Jews and Chrisdans had enjoyed complete 
liberty of worship in the land of the two livers; 
and the site of the new capital had aetually 
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bccn chosen on their expcricnced recommcnda- 
lion that of all the sturounding country it 
enjoyed the greatest immunity from mosquitoes 
—the great pest of all irrigated countrics in or 
near the tropics. Their hamlets and monas- 
teries had bccn hrely planted in all the best 
positions of the ndghbourhood ; and Mansur, 
in expropriating them from the lands rcqulrcd 
for the Round City, had paid the ovvners a 
full price for such disturbance. That there was 
a lai^e non*Muslim element living on terms of 
reasonable equality with the Muslim population 
in the early days of the 'Abbasid Califate admits 
of no doubt; and we hear frequently, in the 
annals of the period, of the churches and 
synagogues availablc in the different parts of 
the dty on both sides of the river for their 
devodons. 

Harun, however, sent forth an cdict for the 
demolition of the tcmples of the infidel, while 
it was fiirther ordained that the residences of 
non-Muslims should on no account rise to a 
height commanding the privaey of the neigh- 
bouring faithful. Fortunately the tcndcncy to 
restriedve Icgislation did not appear in full 
force until towards the end of his rdgn ; and 
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it would secm that the pcrsecutlon of Jews and 
Christians was of short diiration, for thcy had 
already recot^crcd a good deal of thcir old 
freedom of action and dcvodon under a spccics 
of protectivc or capitulatory régime introduccd 
by the CaliTs immcdiate aucccssors. For all 
the bigotry displaycd in this matter, Harun 
himsclf did not disdain the scrviccs of a Chris¬ 
tian as his private phyaician ; and, gcnerally, 
the Christians and Jews appcar at this tune to 
have monopoliscd many branchcs of acdvity 
in which sccular Icaming was an essendal 
ingredient. In finance and medicme and other 
arts and sdcnccs it was, indccd, thcy who 
commandcd the best market, and it is difficult 
to find a sadsfactory explanation of Harun*s 
attack on thcir liberties in vicw of the dreum- 
stance that, but a little while before, he had 
received and lavishly entertained a diplomatic 
mission, sent by no less a monarch than Charle- 
magne himsdf with the express objeet of 
securing from the Calif some amelioration of 
the condidons under which at that dme 
Chrisdan tourists from Europe had to visit 
the Holy Land of Palestine. Not only did 
Harun prove—as we may suppose—accom- 
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modating towards the demands of his opposite 
numbcr in Christcndom, but hc was sufBciendy 
flåtter ed by the attcntion of the Roman Emperor 
to load his cnvoys with costly and cxodc gifb 
—^induding an dephant and a watcr*clock of 
oirious design—for their master. And, not 
content with this contact witli the West, he 
appears of his own volition to have dcspatched 
a diplomadc mission to the lord of China, 
whosc mcrcandlc marine and costly wares 
were familiar cnough in the waters and markets 
of Baghdad. 

It may therefore be suggested that the 
retrograde step of his later years was in part 
the aftermath of the downfldi of the Barmak 
family, which for half a century had directed 
the policy of the Califate into the paths of 
wisdom and toleradon ; whiie a contributory 
cause may well have been the renewal of the 
desultory feud with fiyzandum as the rcsnlt 
of the denundadon by Nicephorus of the tribute 
previously agreed to by Irene as the price of 
peace between the two States. Between 803 
and 807 this war had been prosecuted with 
varying results, whiie the last word at the 
moment had rested with the Byzantinc Emperor 
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by virtuc of decisivc victorics at Tanus and 
Mar'ash, which Harun did not live to avenge 
except by somewhat sen^ess retaliation on the 
innocent headsof his own non-Muslim subjeets. 

This phasc of rcligious intolcrance cannot 
but be regarded as a blot on the reign of 
Harun, though it serves also to emphasise the 
fanatical tendcncies imderlying his character 
and to display him in the colours of a doughty 
champion of the Islamic faith, whosc interests 
he served in other ways less open to critidsm. 
Not only was he puncdlious in the observance 
of the saerament of prayer—onc of the cssendal 
pillars of the faith~and of the obligation to 
bestow ahns on the poor and needy, but he 
is represented by the historians as incurring a 
daily expenditure of looo silvcr dirhams {£40) 
on the rclief of poverty and as prostrating 
himsclf at prayer no less than a hundred dmes 
a day. He must thus have spent about four 
hours a day in formal acts of devodon, and, 
his nights being for the most part devoted to 
more firivolous pasdmes, it is small wonder that 
the cares of State camc to be more and more 
relegated to the tender merdes of his devoted 
and capable ministers. 
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Yct tJtc cataJogue of his dcvodon to the 
intereds of Islam La cveh now not cxbauatodj 
for pMDerity caimot but rciutmber to his ar«Ut 
the record lic has left behind of pilgrimages 
pcrfbrmed to the holy shrines of McCéa and 
Madina, and of public workfl umlcrtalccii Ijy 
him Éir the fadUEation of simLlar visitations by 
his subjeeSh Hc is said to have performed the 
pilgjimagc UD than ton dm» during his 
rdgn of twenty three ycars> each dane with a 
vase rednue of his courders and people and on 
the most aplendid scale, while in years wbeu 
hfi was Dthervnse occru|iicd hkusdf hc did not 
fdrget to or^anise for the bcncfii of othera 
and ia honour of the Ptophet oavalcadea aeroa 
Arabia as splendid and as numemus as those 
which hc oondueted in petson. In modent 
dmes, when ohanged circumstances and hJgJiJy- 
developed shippmg ^icihtits have brought about 
a somcwhat dilfcrnait concept of the connota’ 
dons of the Meccan ptlgrimiigic, it ia difficiilt to 
think badt to a period when intending pil^fims 
had tc face a long and arduous jeumey aeross 
the Aiabian desert ta attend the culminating 
ceremoay of thdr J&ith ’ but to thia day the 
very name of the main pilgrim noad from Bagh- 
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dad to Mccca prescrvcs the memory of Harun^s 
undting dcvotioti. The Darb Ziibaida, named 
after the great queen who ever seconded and 
eneDuraged tim in the service of God, u an 
abidbg mcinorildnfhkuTifeigncd piety, thougb. 
the rcat-houscij gnafd-posts, miiestones and 
rservoirs with which he adomed the long and 
wcary way bave long heen but memories or 
ruins. And 'Ain Zubnida, a famous aqueduet 
nmilarly naniiOd after the queen, still bringf 
down from the flank of the great mountains 
of the Hijaz the water nceded for the refresh- 
tnent of the citizena and pUgniEis of Mccca, 
thougb tbc passage of years and the aecumu- 
iated ailt of ages have so fUled up the vallty 
through which it nms that the actual lite of 
tbc source tapped ki the time of Harun ij 
unknoivD, wbUe the masoiiry channel he laid 
dotvn to preserve the water from contaminatiaa 
on tbc way is mort than onc bundred feet bcltjw 
the moderti lurfacc. 

Irt nothing did Hamn—and in thit he was 
but earrying qn the policy of his immediate 
predeoessors—ahew more splendidly the tnie 
quality of hia character than in thttc public 
Works ujidertakcn by him in tbc intemts of 
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dlsUnt Mecca; whKc, when we ncmcnibcr 
that each pLEgrimagc pafonned by hint ptx^ 
sonaJly must have involved the devotion of 
at Icast three cr foar months to lic double 
joumey aud to the sDjaum at the hoiy cidts> 
we can acarcely withhold our admiradon in 
ptacin^ to the c«dlt side of his accoimt a 
totai period of three years consecrated to a 
rdi^ious funetioD oui of a reign of ihroe and 
twenty, TTic moncy CKpended on the various 
publie Works conneeted wlih this service naust 
have run into many hundreds of thouiands of 
pounds : while it was apparentJy Hamn who 
instituted the praedce, which ha* hdå good 
evef sinee^ of providiDg the KaTja with a new 
aiinuaJ covering of rich and coatly stuff. It 
can thus bc ciaimcd for hioi} perhapa: with 
rcason, that no Galifj before or after him can 
chailenge comparison with liim in his devoted 
service of the foiindatkin from which he derived 
his dde to ruLc the Muslim, woild. 

His secular record is, howeverj more open 
to diverse interpretadonj. and in one important 
aspeet the verdiet must be uniavoiirabie to 
him. His pnedcccssors, as wc have bad 
fuJly realised and intermittentty feared, with- 
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out being able tn chcck the growiDg 
mfiucncc of foreign dcmcnts on the policy 
of the State. Manaur in ihc end bad actuoUy 
coun^elled Brlahdi to )4eld: to atid embricc 
ft development inevitable ; buc Mahdi, ]ike 
hia fe^ther^ hatd not altogether rcccncOed 
himself ta tbe abandonment of mtuiucfa and 
methods that Ettill formed the traditionaJ 
of his house. And ta aoinc extent, by pnj- 
vicUug the important ajid powerful Earmald 
dement witb ^Lcndid but wacting commis- 
nons in the pravincca, bc had succeeded in 
maintaining a measuTt of independent control 
modihed oaly by the influence <jf his Pctsian 
wifc. But Hamn had been bom and bred in 
a difierent world—a world in which the ascen- 
dency of the hoiiac of barinnk was the acJmow- 
Ledgcd sheet-anchor of the Galifate amid the 
fltonna that assaiJed the ship of State-^nd his 
aoceaaion was the signal for tbe Imnkaoceptance 
of foreign standards in all spheres bnt that of 
rdjgion. The adoption of tbe Peiaian new- 
year iestival of Nau-Ruz was an outward and 
visiblc admission of the weaknessø of a lunar 
caiendar. Fcisian fasbions In hats and clotbmg 
invaded both court and society in supersesdon 
7 ^ 
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of tlie primitive MnipUcity csf Badawin modca. 
From tvtry part of the world thfl forogDCr was 
mvited lo eDhatite the glory of the CaJifate 
with Ma arts and gincej. And^ above all^ the 
aetual goveroance of ths rcaJtn was coiniiutted 
to the able haud a of Yahya the Barmaki, iti 
the rflie of Wasir» and ht& son Fadlil, the Oalif's 
foster-brother ] while nnother eon, Ja‘far, bc- 
camt the favotirite compajiioa of Hamii and, 
in that capadi7i practicaUy the chief oÉfitcr of 
the court. In ail but the churcH fortign infiii- 
ences betamc dcfinitely prcdominani. Hanin 
himself would have rcason to bemoan the new 
devclopmentj whoac ateady grovnih woiild tap 
and nltiinaticly ovcrthrow the wholc structLut: 
of the Califate, And oniy the cliurch, still 
securdy based on the pnrtiitive prindplcs of 
Arabia, woyld survive the ensulng chaos in 
which the Empire would founder. 

As time went on, it bccamfi increasingly 
apparent that the splendour of the court and 
the govemraent w&S but an exotic ptant, 
nursed into Imturiaitt blooming In the midst 
of an arid desert by the tcars aml sweat of a 
people living in almost servile bondage. The 
dhtant provinciaJ govemors and the great 
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of State at tbe capItal roUed m tSe 
wcaltb eKtracted merdlcssly from the aubjeet 
popiilation of th* Empire ajitl shated in rcasoa- 
ab!e propordoEs with a vigd] ant Treaanjry. The 
Government govemed rccklcssly if splcndidly ; 
and no bettex cxample of the coonditions obtdn- 
ing in the Erupixe at its scnitli nced be quoted 
than the ChLif Mamun^s nuptiah with Buian, 
the daughtftf of ati ex-Vkcrt>y of ’Iraq. In ene 
way w another over a miilion potuids were 
acpendcd in princdy edebradona of die cere- 
mony, and the impovemhed father of the 
bride waa assiped the rtvenues of certain 
Penjian districti for a year to hdp hito «- 
coup bi£ fortuijcji, Such was the way of that 
world^ Palaces rose to edebrate die good 
fortunc of paJacc miniDiU;^ and feU aJmost aa 
rapidJy to mark thcir fall from fkvour; bnt 
cvcT tbe cost of ccnstruetioii and demolidou 
and reconstruedon cante out of tbe pookets of 
a peoplc scared by poverty and seethicg wlth 
discontent. 

It ifl txuc that Bflgbdad at this time was 
one of the prindpal oentres of the worJd’s 
commence. Ila mcrchantf trafSeked in the 
splendid wares of East and Wcstj and therc 
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dimt have becn a Muge cf commen wealth 
round the central shrine of the Calilåtej which 
waa dnubtJess the chiei^ ifiiDt the only, cusioniGr 
of the captatm of comincrcc and industiy. A 
slave or a fabric that caeght the fancy of the 
Cabf’s brokm would fill tbe podceia of the 
fortunatc iniddleman with fabulous gold ; but 
the same man might at a mcmcnda nodce bc 
hdd ta ransom at the whim of the ruler or his 
pnosiea. And, even in the reign of Mansur, 
the ivhole stroeture of corruption and iircapon- 
SjhUUy had grown to auch dicucosiona that 
Khalid, the chief of the Barmak family, could 
be catled upon to pay a fine of 3,000,000 dirkms 
(^ay 30,000} within three daya, and wa^ able 
to do ic withiii a negiigible fraedon of the 
total amn to save him^elf alivCi Mansur u 
aaid to have left behind in his TreMury «fiervts 
aufiicicnt to mect all the roqnlrenients of die 
government for ten years. Mahdi ceitainly 
did not ncglect such a vdnd^U, and Harun 
spcjit as lavislily as his fkther, thaugh hc 
managed, neverthclesa, to bequeath to his suc" 
cesscrs a treasure reckoned at goo niillions^ ^ of 
difåimt, or j^ 3 &,000,000 ! And that was but 

’ Mulr, p. 
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the reserve amassed through twcnty-thiree yeats 
of splendid cKtravagance scartely panalleled m 
the world’3 history. The source of revcmjcs 
capahlc of ptoducing stich resulti muflt ever 
remadn a mystery. MucK of this wealth came 
of coursc from the straightforward plundcrmg 
of coaquerod enemieSj as was the fashion of 
the time, for the imperial Treasnry took one^ 
fifeh of all captured booty^ But thic buli of ii 
muat have been derived fiom nonnal tasadon^ 
asscssed on iodlviduals or oommiuuttet at the 
capriice of pubiicans and iocøJ govemors ; and 
wc cannot faut arrive at the condunOD that the 
subjeets who fed the insadable Treasury were 
the victinns of organised Opprcfsion. and tyraimy 
□n an unprccodented scdCi 
In surveying the circumstanees of Horun^s 
Califate we scetn tø bc assistiog at the spectade 
of a heart beadng fast and futiously in a 
parooiysm of fever whida waa redudng the 
body of an empire to the e^ttremes of sickness 
and inisery. The shadows of ftiture decay 
were thrown forward on tø the screen of 
history by the biilliant kalddoscope of a 
puppet-show^ wJiich dazzlcd its beholders at 
the dme and has blinded postedty—thanka to 
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ihe imholjf alliance of tihc Jiistorian and the 
stDiytc|]ef“to the cmptincB of a limdit scene 
of splendour surroynded by the murky night 
of wailing and gnaahing of tccthr While the 
Calif and hts court, searching the wofld over 
for men of wits and parts^ staged the renaia- 
sance of art and leaiuing at the capltaJ, die 
subjeet popmladon was Idt in the outer dark- 
I1CS3 of ignorance with no attempt made to 
cater for ita needs in the matter of education, 
Deuominationai scheols were maintained by 
the clergy in the mosquea fot tlic inatmetion of 
the yoimg in ihe eJementi and in religion, 
But aecondary and more advanced educadon 
was left to chance or to the individuaJ patron- 
age of youtha who might cateh the cyc or win 
the favøur of the great There was neither 
system nor orgaukation of the opporttimdcit 
offered by the dawn of the nciv ligiit; and it 
was not dll later that, tinder the patronage of 
definitely fbreign elements soch as ttie Buyid 
prittoesj Baghdad became a University centrt 
to propagate leaming for its own sake amidst 
che dying embets of the ^Abbasid Cali&te. 

It ia difficuU to mist the conelnsion that^ 
apart fhrni the spaciotts hrilliaiiee of the eourc 
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itsclff aJl that wai best in Baglidad in the 
hcyday of ‘Abbasid rule was concentratcd in 
the oDimncrcial commimity^ wMch^ wiih tihc 
beat and most princdy of cuatomcra at itj 
door, appcars to bave sttded down at a com- 
paradvely early dato to devElop on lines of ife 
own dcvking. It was lavotircd certainly by 
the såte sdcctcd fw the capital of the Empire 
by Mansur^a centre from which alJ the main 
xoads of the world soomed to radiato so natur- 
aliy and incvitably. Åt the same time we have 
seen that Mansur, littk suspccting the early 
commarctal edipse of hi? pchtica] dream, bad 
caterad so meagndy for the tradlng require- 
menta cf his capital tbat witbin a fcw years 
he was constraiticd to ejcct ah the merebants 
tbc inadequate accommodation provided 
by tbe monster ciroint of his waJls. We have 
secxL how the conuncrciaJ éomnmnity, quiek to ' 
giasp the oppartunity provided by unlifititsd 
spacc, setded down rapidly and effectivcly to 
□rganise its aedvides for the common benefit 
of itself, the oourt and the world r Eaeh point 
of vontage becamc the nudeua of a particular 
craft or calUng; and Croio that arosc the 
splendid ediheo of trade-guilds whichj in onc 
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form or anothCTj tas coatmucd to dominate 
die world cvtr aince^ iiutil by regn] ar stages it 
devdoped mto the matomoth stores and im- 
mense ixuEts of iDOdern eapitaliBm. The con- 
emtratioo of hotnogencous intcrcats was the 
leason taught by Baghdad to posterity, which 
has tended to reserve the old pracdcc for the 
netda of industry wMle devdopmg indepen- 
dently the aystem of vast heterogcticous storci 
for the rttail supply of tlidr reqiiircjnents to 
whole districts. 

The Capital of die ^Abbasid Califate waa in- 
dced A eJeating-house of the woi1d’s comnerct+ 
In its iwo harbours the junks and dhows of 
China and the Indian Ocean met the rafts 
and flat-bottomed arks of the Upper Tigiis 
and Euphratns; whiie nuitLerous catoping-’ 
grounds on both sides of the river acoom- 
modated the ships oT the desert, which con- 
verged on Baghdad from the wildcmess cf 
Arubia and Syria and foctn the uplands of 
Persia, bringing Up theproducts ofdistant lands 
to barter for those of the fnrthost seas. And 
with the goods of the world came its Icamed 
men td bask in ihc sunshinc of a brihiant court, 
whence the Calif and his ministen, daaaLing 
73 


TilE GOtDEN PRIME 

their viaitors with the Splcndour of tbdr im¬ 
perial magriificcnce^dtrcctedibc ndmimstmtioiL 
of a huge and imwiddy Empirt—not withoui 
anjciety. N^aturc^ akilfully courted by thé forc- 
sight tjf ManauTj had cndowod the capitai with 
a central situatmn almost ideal from dm 
strategiq and commerdal points qf vitw, sufli- 
ciendy diatant from eiicmy centres to dis- 
courage hostile penetradon withemt Jmpeding 
the aedvides of legitiEnatn comincrcc, Bagh^ 
dad atood at a natural jimctiDn of urkmense 
watcrways diat tempted the aigoaies without 
tneouragiog the armadas of the world. And 
man had but to oonteatrate on the land- 
rauieS} which linked the diatant fringes of 
empSre with the capital, in the common 
interesta of commerciah atrategie and admimg- 
trative cfficiciicy. 

To a conaiderabic extent, doubdeas^ the 
organisadon of these routes—caravajo-tracks of 
incrcdible Jength ejctending to ad parts of tho 
Empire—had heen developcd by and inherilcd 
&oin the old Ejoman and Persdan Empires 
which had been absorbed by militant lalam. 
Neverthelesa the 'Ahbasid Cklifate is enritlcd 
to fiiLl credit for the matmtr in which it 
7& 
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dcvdq>ed and pcrfctted its Imss- of rom- 
murtication, wbilt the pilgrim jeoute acrcæ the 
Arahian desert must be regarded as an original 
contribudon of Hanm and hJs predecessars to 
the wel^ of Eheir aubjccia. The desert route 
between Baghdad and Daifiaseus^nd thet«e 
down through Palesdnc to Egypt and st>^ to 
the African provinces—was of older standiiig 
and had already been devcloped by the XJmai^ 
yid CaliÉ on the foundationfi inherited from 
Rome j but the selcction of Raqqa on the 
Euphrates as an alternative—and later as a 
favoLirite—rcsidencc by Harun can acaccely 
have been tiDconnected with sirategie reasonSj 
such ^ the need for contralling the ever 
nncasy province of Syria and for tnaintaining 
through it an opcn road to the Byzantioe 
frontier both for defenave and offtnaive pur- 
posea. The PesTsian high-road waa ttinilarly 
inherited from the past, but htrc again wc 
mect at every tum the improving hand of 
the 'Abbaaid Califo and theit Persian arlviserftH 
Apart from forther Africa^ which was never 
effcctively in the pieture of Hanin''s Empire^ 
there waa no part of the rcaliti so liable to 
dangerous cmpEiofii of pottdoal discontent or 
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ambidon as tbe distaot (Hngas of Persta. 
HajtjJi hJmGcLT waa destincd to die at Tus in 
tbe coursc of an expcdidoo ivhich bc lcd in 
person to cnuh a Kbcllion tm his north-casccm 
frontier ; and his recogni tiDn of the essential 
sorlousnes? of the Pcrsian problem is apparent 
in his testamentary cicatioh of Khuraaan as a 
sort of imptriam la impmn with the mdependeot 
co wnand of the army of occupation in lavour 
of his sccond Bon iÆamun. Such a treatment 
Off the problem was, indcGd^ fraught with 
trouble for the sons he Jeft to contest the 
throne^ but for the moment we ane only con- 
cemed with his oorastant anxiety to keep his 
most precarious provbos within the orbit of 
bis own Empire and witb the steps he took to 
give effect lo that dedgn. 

The Persian higbway bccame pwrliaps the 
most highly dcveloped strategie route of the 
Eastera CalifatCj and in its development wc 
soc most clcarly the working of the brains 
of the dme. At every stage fortified rest- 
houses or earavanscrais werc provided for the 
acoommodation and safety of EravcHcrrs ; and 
eaeb sucb stagCj being mainly dedgned for the 
facilitadon of oorrimunicadons between the 
F &i 
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capitil and the wats placnd in charge 

of a postmaater^ whosc funcijon was pardy to 
keep cioimr™iujcatioii5 open at all ditica} and 
pardy to play the spy on the machinations of 
the provincial govemora and of any ambitioua 
dements that might be tempted for onc reason 
or another to chailengc the authorlty or supre- 
maey of the central Government ThU vast 
netvr^ork ef espionage through dte medium ef 
the local post-offices was perhapa the most 
striking feamre of the 'Abbaaid itnpeiial ad- 
mbUtration^andjWhatever wc may be diaposed 
to Think of a government 0X1 so vast a scale 
held together by the cement of a system ao 
pcecariouSj wc can only reoognise with rcspcct- 
fnl amazement hoth the apparent cfKciency of 
the spy-machineand the cKtraordinary mobility 
of tbe great armies of the Cali&tej^ wbich at a 
momeaf s notice were able to readi and ebike 
at the iDots of seditioD in die nttcrmoit comers 
of the Empire^ 

At the same time wc must note with pain 
the apparent assumpdoR of universal corrup- 
don in high places and the direction of ail the 
edorts of ihe Central Government nO't io mueb 
to the securing of jusdet: and good administra- 
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tioD in tlic intiercsts of ita ^ubjects to th? 
aquccsing OUt of nductant and mpacioiu pro- 
consuU of a fair sharc of tbeir Ul-gottcn gains 
for the central Treasury^ The "Abbasid CaO- 
fatc bad not ancivcd vdthin distance 

of a true appreciation of the ethJe^ of imperial 
acIministratioiL The twin evils of graft and 
insccudty wcrc still the accepted order of the 
day, 35 ihey would condnue to be for many 
centuries to oome—aa indeed they are fp-day 
in more of our ntodem worid than wc care to 
believe. And so—to judge by modera standards 
honoured more eften still in the breadh thaa Ln 
the observance—the imperial tecord of the 
^Abba^id prime is ^carc^y oae that provokes 
admiratton. The halo of Hanm served but to 
throw a beam of Eurid light upon the glootn 
of haiusscd suhjeeta that fed hia pdmpr The 
fonndatiojiE of his glory \^ere !aid npoa the 
sands of tyranny and eapiicc ; and the aveng- 
ing Fury wouid tise him as the instmincnt of 
his dynast/s dornifall. f t was he himaelf that 
felled die pillars of hia State. 
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the tragedy of barmak 

For yesTs after the catascroplic ttiat put an 
end to the nilc of the Bannaki tninisicrs, the 
*Abbasid court ahuddered at the mcmtury of 
theft merit, wMch faded but dowly into the 
ofativion of a generalioD tliat knnv not Jacob. 
To their credit^ be it aaid* the historioBrapheira 
of the period tefused to forigct their Services or 
to condema thdr shorteomiags» for which 
rea^on ijid«d we can perhapa never I/lhow the 
exact teason of their dowitfall or the full dctails 
of their pcisccution. The mlea of taatc and 
good foim—lo say nothing of a nattiiaJ fear 
of conaequences—inevitably dtacouraged the 
ainging of their praiscs in the preseace of the 
Calift» but tbere haa ever been in the Arab 
character a curious streat of impetuouB gener- 
Dsity. The victinia of tyfa.jiny have been 
remembered despitn the snaceptibålitiei of the 
tyraats atid the tiaigedy of Karbala has 
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clomled the spJendour of tbt Umaiyids juÆt 
as the glory of tho ^Abbamds at their zmith 
has beea credited equally^ and withouc too 
fine a discriminadon, to the Calife of thoM 
daya and to the three generadona of the 
Sarmak family v^hieh served and supported 
thcfliK And cvcti of Mamun^ tbe son of 
Harun, a chamoing 4tory i) reoordod to ahew 
how hc pfud better than lip-scTvicfi to the 
memory of a nigime probably unsmrpasaed id 
the annalg of Arahia+ 

The palacca of the Baramika had been 
demoJished by order of Hamn and thdtf lich 
fid& confiscated to the State j but Mamim 
had heard tell of a mysterious man of IcitcrB 
and Icarning, who was wont of lUghts to 
frcqnent the rulns of the Bannak mandons 
to chant the praises of dicir fallen rnaaters. 
Fuzzled and disturbcd by luch a piroceeding, 
hc detennined to pmbe it to the bottom ; 
and one nigbt he sent a servant with ti^o 
others to lic in wait for the noetumal viaifor 
add hale him to his presente. The emiSKries 
diily found the objeet of their seareh btit 
remained in hiding uotil he had csniplctcd the 
ceremonjes of bis nigbtly missiod, whcrcupon 
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they appeancd bcfbn: him. ^ Come to the 
Galif r thcy Jisiid. He craved but the dnic 
tt> make his wU, lO the settled canviction that 
he would not sprvive the m^ht. And in duc 
coiu^e he appeared heforc Mamun. ‘Who 
are you ?' åsked the GalLf, ^ and in what have 
the Baramika mcrited ihat wliich yoxi do e^ 
□ight among their niined raaruiona ? ’ Having 
reccived permission to tell the tale, he pto- 
ceeded as foUows : Oh Commander of ihp 
Faithful! I am Mtighira ibn Mnndhir that 
once toyal line and, my pn? 5 perity waning aa 
wanes the proaperity of men, I found myaelf 
in debt even to the poiat of having ta 5ell all 
that 1 possetsed, I aad my fatnily, with the 
very house ia whidi I waa bom. Npw pcople 
told me of the Baramika, aad I fared forth in 
search of dicm from Damasciia even to Bagh* 
dad with all the mfimbeH of my family, some 
thirty of us and more with nothing nmong ns 
to seh for OUT bread. So Wi oame to Baghdad, 
and, Icaving tny family in a certain mosque 
on its ouisktrta, 1 entered the dty and came 
to a splendid tcmple, whidv I entered with 
trepidadon to seat myaclf among the (^ngrega- 
doD gathered therein. And lo 9 as I sat there. 
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a scrvftnt ApptUYd summomiig m ; and 1 rose 
witb the rest, djrippbg vnÉh penpiration, for 
thia rflle of beggar was new to me. So wc 
entemd thc toSmsion of Yahya ibn Barnt^ to 
find Yahya Mtmdf seated on a bench in the 
gardea with ten of his sotis about Mm, We 
saluted him, and hc coimted otir niunbers— 
an hundred of U3 and onc. Theroupon (horo 
came in an hundred and twclvc servants, eaeb 
carrying a plate with a thousand picccs of gold 
thercon, one of which they presented to taeb 
man present Now 1 saw tbat they all stnSed 
the money into their fbbs and secrcted the 
plates themsclves under thcir niantles,^ having 
done which they ro^e and went forth, each in 
cum^ iiniil I alone waa Icfi;, not daring to 
touch thc plate of gold before me, Thereupon 
a servant signed to mc and I did as thc othcrs 
had done, rising to go bnt lookiug ever furdvely 
behind mc in fear that I shotdd bc stopped. 
And so I camc to the courtyard where Yahya, 
noddng my confusien, sent Ibr me to cnqnirc 
its When I had told him my atory hc 

sent for his son Musa, and committed lUc to 
his chaigc saying : My son I this man is a 
stranger ; take him aloog with you and encreat 
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Kim well. So I abodc with him in one of hia 
manaiiHis two daya and tw> nights in the 
gr^:at«.t comfort, ^er wMch hc passcd me on 
to his broth<3^ 'Abbas, saying : l^hc Waair tnld 
mc to look after this man, ancj you know how 
busy I am at the Calif’s court; so takt him 
with you and dcai with him gcntrously- Hc 
in tnm passed me on to his bnodicr Ahmad, 
and so I abodc ttn wholc days with onc or 
other of the famiiy, but kntjwing not how my 
ovm folk fared or whether indetd they were 
dead Of ahve. On the cieventh day a. servant 
camc to mc with others in attcndaocc, saying : 
Now riae and go to your own pcoplc ! I was 
now pcTplcjtcd and disturbed at the thooght of 
going back to my fantUy lite that with nothing 
for them, for die plate with the gold pieces 
waa no longer in my posaesaion and 1 thought 
it had been staten ftam me. £ut the servant 
reasured mc, saying ihat hc bad ordera to 
provide mC Witll ah I wanted. WhercttptHi hc 
lcd me from rootn to room, raiaing the curtains 
^^hich liid cach £iam other as he went, imtiJ 
beyond the last cirrtain 1 camc to a splendid 
chamber reeking with pcrfiiraes ; and there I 
fbund my chiidren and relations in splendid 
8S 
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taiment awaidng me. I was prcscnted, mort- 
over, wi± ioo^doo picccs of silvtr and ia,o£?o 
piecca orgold^ in addidon to tlic origlnai plate 
of gold picces wMch I now recovcrcd, together 
with the titlc-dccda of two liefs^ And sd for 
thirteen yeafl; I abode, oh Gommaucler of 
Faithful! with the BaxamiJja in thek mansionSj, 
so ihat peopk Joicw not whedier I waa onc of 
them or a atratiger among them. TJntil there 
befell them the trouble ihat bcfell them at the 
hands ofRasbid^ whereupon ^Atnr ifan Mas^ada 
came down upon mc and demanded in rcapcct 
of my two fie6 taxes exceeding the wholc in- 
come thereof. Thusit was that, when caJamity 
had again ovcrwhcltncd me^ I tued to go to 
the niiria of the Barmak tnanaiona to moum 
their fate and edebrate Lheir munidcEnce. 

On henjlng thia story Mamim jent for 'Amr 
ibn Ma3'ada. ' Do yon know this man ? “ hc 
askedj on his appearance- ' Yes 1' he repiied, 

* oh Coimnandcr of the Fajthful I hc was a. 
dient of thc BajamJka.* * And what taxes did 
you ipcipose on hjs fiefs ? * * So tnueh on this 
and so mtich on that/ hc rcpljedn Whcrcupon 
Mamun ordered to make hiM and ample resdtu- 
tion to the unfortunatc man^ who could only 
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rcspond witb an outbursit of pidfu] lamentiadon^ 
^Now vtfhy do you asked the Calif, 

* sedtng that we have loaded yoti wi th gifis ? ' 

* Alas^ alas for the Baramika !' he replicd^ 
' foT this also Is of thelr miinlficcnce, for how 
eodd the Calif have coiat ta know of my 
plight had I not &cquciitcd the ruJns of thcir 
palaces to mounn thcir fall ? * And the Califj 
rclates the narrator of the story, was movcd to 
teats and grief, aaying : ^ By my life l thia ia 
veiily of the douigs of the Baramlka, for vi^hom 
I weepj to whom I render tbanka and whnse 
Écrvsees I rementher with gradtude^’ 

No episode of all the strange saga of thc 
Barmak family serves better than this to illus- 
trate the goldee piime of the ^Abbasid CaEifate 
—an age ofBowing wealthj mercilesiEy gathered 
up from thc uttermost conicra of the Empire, 
caicfulty husbanded by thc genius of a dynasty 
of finantaal experti and lavishly poured out, 
alike by the rulers and their ministers, for the 
gloiiBcadon of an Imperial court. A combina- 
tEon of tiches amd iiresponsibllity was the key- 
note of the time, setting a dangcrous precedent 
for other agea iess prolific of virtue. For there 
was viitue, and to spare, in the world that was 
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smiegUng to birth out of the dark Ages—and 
much of it was concentratied in the Empire of 
tbc Ea^Eom CaliÉitc in spitc of tia failurc to 
lécogaisc as meritodous in itsdf the Jightcning 
of the fiscal burderts of a «rf-Iikc aubjeet 
populatton. War and taxadon to the limit of 
reasonable endui^cc were respecdvely the 
normal function of Botie govemmcnia and the 
inevitable fate of tttse who were lybducd by 
them. 

In the carly days of Islam the Arab^ as the 
conquerittgT dominant element^ waa not tased 
but wel paidn while the scale of suhjeet taxa* 
tion laid down by the Prophet and his mc- 
ceasors was reasonablc enough. But the Atab 
BovemorB and those that supplanied them in 
due course had to find moncy to pay their 
arrnies and remit to the central Trtasury— 
to aay nothing of their families; and ladty of 
assessment remedied the dcficieiiciB of the 
unalterable basic mtes until the syatem de- 
generated into a scientifie scheme of Wholesale 
oppression by a host of naderlings concemed 
only to enrieh themsclm and thear employera. 
The coloasal wtaltb amassed by proviacial 
governors and their retinues WTM a blot on 
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the impeda] escutcheon of the "Ahbasids ; yct 
T/iC loay suppose that the procansuls to somc 
ottent imitatcd the mannerSj and wifh them 
the vLrCiies, of the capitaJ^ dhpensing in charity 
some part of the wealth acqmrccl by robfacry 
and violcncc. Charity mdeed—the SadaqM of 
the Prophet—wa3 the virtue with whieh the 
rich and powerful «alved their troublcd con- 
acienoes or sou^ht the plaudiis qf the massea, 
And wc have seen how Harun condueted a 
daily distnbutioti to the poor aa a sort of con- 
stitutiona] exercise for Ms souJ. In the same 
capridous coin be paid for hu amuicmerits 
and for the cdcbmtion of liis virtues and 
exploits for the deleetadon of posterity. But 
the «dons of the house of Barmak^ as keepers 
of ihc public puiac^ caaily out-Henoded Herodj 
and, however oae may disapprove of a system 
wbkh places the poor,^ (he ncedy, the aick and 
the deserving at the merey of private wealth 
howevci acquired^ wc are only concemed hert 
to establish the fact that much of the money 
squcczed by tyianny out of the Subjccts of the 
reald found its way back into the coimitoD 
gutter to feed the poor and encottrage the 
Icamcd. 
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That the Bannak fatnily contestwl the palnj 
of charilablc eitravagancc with the sovereign 
Gali& is a matter of biatory; and it Ls at leajt 
strange that hUtoryj, ivhich has labøurcd so 
IhiitfuHy to hand down to posterity tvety 
detiuL of the family tree of the latter^ shouJd 
have Jeft us atmost b complcte ignorance of 
the origins of the house of Barmak. Whether 
or not it wras rooted^ aj is suggested in defer^ 
dnee to the biilliant achjcvement of its repre- 
seutatives in the latter haU of the eighth 
centuryj in the aotiquo rspcctability of the 
Zojoastiian pnesthood» it sprang Fallas^Jike 
upon the world’s stage &om the head of Fate 
—fidly armed and accoptred to play its part. 
Khalid, the firat of theline^ vifas the first tjccu- 
pant of the new and comprchcndvc post of 
WaziTj invented or Introduced frem some 
obscure source by the bloody Saflah, first of 
the ^Abhasids. Vet it k by no means certab 
that he was the soit of hk father, a practisiag 
physician of Balkh named Barmak, whose wife 
was among the captives tåken in the ten yeara’ 
war in and around Khurasan which £11^ the 
reign of WaJid in the early part of the eighth 
century. The lady wascertainly restored to her 
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lawfill spousc after a pcriød spent in the Mrem 
of *AbdiiUah^ the hnotber of the Coinmandcr^ 
in-Cbiefj the fhmoiis Qutalha ibn Mtislim. 
Khalid was tims born about the year 706 In 
circmnsitances that induced the Anab chief to 
accept the Implicadon of paternity without 
djsturhing the convetidonal responjihiliUes of 
Barmak^ or the norma] coui^c of the 
upbiioging- And so it eame about that the 
fbunder of a diftinguished line of fbreign 
ministcis of the Cahfate was foreSgn only in 
all bxjt birtlL 

In 749 wc mcet Khalid, now in hia prime, 
in the company of Qahtaba of the Arab tribe 
of Tftiy, ono of the outstanding conunanders 
of the movement that under Abu Muslim 
(of servile oiigin) placed the *Abbaaid3 on the 
throne. At this time Khalid held a high 
poaidon cn the sta^ and, accompanying his 
chief to Kufa, was soon marhed out Ibr pre- 
fermtnt in the service of Sa^. He was 
apparendy pLaced in dwge of the hnanees 
of the Empire^ white from that it was an easy 
scep to the premiership. And one is lefr with 
the impreasion of a tnan of unusual abihty, 
content to serve in whatever capacity might bc 
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dictated by the ^e^Jutlfe^n6nts of the State rather 
dian by his owa ambition. 

Gremmes camc to him almost imsought 
and in tnagic drcumatances, whicb bm fort' 
shadowed the tate doning the footstcpj of 
commonera grown too great for a subordjiiate 
r6lc. Such an one was certainiy Abu Muslim, 
maler of the 'Abbasid Cali^te and Virtual 
rulcr of the EmpLrc imdtr Safiak He had 
tnadc the mistale of challenging comparison 
with the heir-presumptive—partkularly during 
splendid pdgrimage condueted by thern 
joindy in 754, the vray year of Sa£rah's death^ 
Majiaur, now CalU; played with lus fkther^ 
lieutenant, used him lo juppress the rising of 
a dangcrous pretender and then had him 
hutchered in hig prcscncc with oharactedsttc 
callouaness. 

KhalJd ibn Barmak apparendy retained 
in of^cc in some financial capadty. At any 
rate in 76^ wc fuid him eutnisted vvith the 
important task of diriKtmg the operadom con- 
neeted witb the building of the Round Gty; 
and his relations with his master were then 
suffideody cordiai tø enable him to give un- 
patatable advice withmit losing anything ef his 
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Influence in the proceaa, though Mansur may 
have twitted him with his partiality for Pcrsian 
Sippsratui. Ufldcr his 'watcMul guidancc—and 
we may perhaps attribute the notorioijs pargi- 
mony of Mansui iti somc mcasure to the sound • ' 
policy of hia fiaance miniattr—Baghdad came 
into bemg'; but KhaJid himself would sctrti 
to have fallen fioni grace toivards tLc end of 
Maniui^s rcJgiu In serving the State ho Jiad 
not omitted to hclp himselfj and the Galif had 
come to know of some irregidar tranaaction 
whieh had betn particularly prohtable to hia 
minister. Ht was cahed upon to pay the huge 
fme mendoned in an carlier chapter and waa 
only saved hy the genecoua aasiatance of his 
frienda and by the outbreak of a revolt at 
Mosult whither he was aent as govemor tti 774. 

He waa now nearly aeventy yeara of age, with 
a diadnguishod rceord behind liim, but he 
remained at his post at Mosul undl hia death 
in yBOj, the fifth yeai of Mahdi^a reigOn 
^alid had oecupied the stAge for more than 
A quarter of a century and had weU and truly 
3aid the fouDdadons of bis Family^s fortunes in 
the service of the Cahfate. His son, Yahya^ 
was borti in 73S and makea hia firat effective 
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appearance in Mstory in connecdon with the 
fbic imposed by Mansur as the price of hia 
^ther*a iife+ We tnay auppost^ thcncforcj tha.t 
at that time he was, in accorfance with the 
tmdidonal pracdce of the Orient^ hij father's 
right-hand maii for the disposal of all buainess 
that could not he delcgated to posslble tivals. 
T^escdrctsofthcpondcrousfinancia] machinery 
of those dmea, when a mass of data had to bc 
CBxricd in the head which could not aafcly be 
entrusted to the ofBciaJ registeru, tended to 
become family prerogadvtj; and the only 
guarantee agamjE the poasible disloyalty of 
midiater^ was the unwritten understanding that 
their wtdth» amassed at the «xpense ^ the 
State, eseheated to the crown in the eveat of 
ihcir dcath or depoflition. Thifr system, bad as 
it may be, prevails in the Arabia of onr nma 
and in the nuinerious oriental States that aor- 
roimd it. The ruler purehascs his peacc of 
mind by shaiing the conttibutions of his aub- 
jeets to the maintenance of the State with the 
fcw persons indispensable to the processes of 
administratioii. The West has, on the whnie, 
managed things bcrtEr by relegatiag comiption 
to the ranks of the lowost and worst-paid dasses 
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of ofl&dakj 'whUe assuiiog the honeaty of thosc 
in liigh placcs with™bstsiatial 5;a]aiies rcgularJy 
paid and ireasonably securcd. 

Yahyawould seem, howcvttj to bave entcrcd 
the civil EcrviM, pmbably in a sccrctarial 
capacity in hia father's departracnt, mtaxy 
yeare beforc this inddciit, flod, if we are to 
atxept the yoar 763 for the hirth of Hamn 
and hiBfoBter-brodicr FadhI [the son ofYahya), 
hc muat have gone ta Persia with Mahdi in 
probaMy with an appointment 00 the finandaJ 
or administfative side of his staff. In that case 
he may wcil have retnmed to Baghdad with 
the heir-appareni in 769, and it b tnore than 
ptobablc that hc now began to play an im¬ 
portant part in the fonancial admioistratiDn of 
the capilai as hå faihcr’s deputy^ whilc retain- 
ing his spceml poddon in attendanee on Mabdin 
The temporary djsgiæe of his iåther had donbt- 
Icss prompted Manstuf to nemove the harmak 
olHclals for a time irom the fKiitfiil scene of 
their pcciilations, andj Khalid having gone to 
Mosul, his ddest son ivas selected for appoint- 
ment to the important governorship of Adhar- 
baijan. ThtS post he appears to have held dll 
788^ when the CaJif ^hewed his coofidcncc in 
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him by nditiinadss him Eo be the tutor and 
^ardian of bis son Hamnj now fifieeq yeara 
age and thns by Ajrah reckofllng do JoDger 
a minor. I n the foIloivJng year he aecompanied 
bis youiig and promMng ward on die triutn- 
phant cxpcditioa againjt the Empness Irene, 
on whidh the Calif, doubUess mindfui of the 
finandal temptatiom involved, waa petsoDally 
represented by his Waair, Rabi' ibn YuniSn 
HariiD's triiitnphant ddbut having been rccog- 
nised by his nominadon to the viceroyalty oF 
the westera prowinces jq 780, Yahya wuls ap^ 
poiDtod to accompany hiMj and thus becanoe 
the Virtual nder of West, This post bc 
hetd dJl th« death of Mahdi, though both he 
and Hanm seem to have heea freqocnt visitois 
to Bagbdad during thexe years, whde Yahya 
wotJd seem to have remained tbere when 
Harnn aecompanied his father on the fatal 
cxpcdidon to Persia, designed to sccuie Hadi^s 
aequiescence in a levision of the arcangements 
for the succesgfoii to fbc Califatc, 

It v/as Yahya, doubtlcas, that uiButnced hk 
ward to recogmse the accesaion of Hadi en the 
judden death of their fa ther; and it was 
certainly he that secured the pcacc of the 
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capitd by making on his own responsibility a 
liberal grant for the payment of the mutinous 
EiQops tbat damoured at the door of the Wazir, 
Rabi' ibrt Yimis, who was apparcntly in Icague 
with Khaizaran to prqmotc the cause oTHarund 
Ofl the other hand it wss he, and he alone gf 
Hadi's minisbers, that raisted the new CallTs 
plan of settmg aside the righia of Hamn to tht 
snccessioD] though he counselled the latter to 
retirc fbr a while to the desart on the pretext 
of a hunting cjtpedition and himsdf accom- 
pauied hini iuto retirementj Icaving his son 
FadhI to waich events and report developments. 
He vmt howevcr, consigned to prisou for his 
paina and even threatened with death j but 
he survivcdl the wrach of Hadi, to bc newarded 
befare long by the gratefui Harun with the 
important office of Wadr, which hia faiher 
had hdd for a brief space thirty years bcforc 
in the leign of Saffah. With this appointment 
and the preferment of his rwo sous, Fadhl and 
JaTar, the CaJiTs eontemporaries, to high oHice 
at court, began the period celcbrated in history 
as the Golden Piimc of Harun al Rashid. 

Yahya became the vIrtual ruler of the realm 
with the CaliTa cotomission to dirett iti aSair* 
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at his uniimited discretfom. Fadhl, at first his 
fathcr") dcputy in the officcs of Primp Ministtr 
and Lord Privy Seal and afterwards vicerijy 
of Persia, distingtiishcd Mmsdfby hia catnpaign 
in the provjnce of Lailam against a prttender 
mraed Yahya ibn ^Abdnllah of the 'ÅJid dan, 
who 'was akUfuUy lurcd to Baghdad undfir the 
Oahrs solemn guarantet ofimmunity and there 
caat into prlson. For thia cxploU FadW, on 
his retum to Baghdad in 796, waa acoorded 
the extraordiaary honour of a public Tocepdon 
by the Galif himseif Aad Ja'fer, most famotu 
perhaps as the bocm^eompaoicD of Harunj bt* 
came in turn Lord Privy Seal in successign to 
Fadhl, viceroy of Egypt {yga) in addidon to 
his duties at court, and ComcaaDdcr-iit-Chicr 
in Syria (796) to suppress a scqond rebeilion 
of the turbulent Atnb dements of that pro- 
vinceK On, bia rttutn thence in 797 he too 
waj accorded a royal public reception and 
□ominated to the vtceroyklty of Persia. Beforc 
hc cOuJd proceed thither, howevcij he waå 
appointed Chief of Police at the capitai, and 
in the fofiowing year he was further honoitred 
by sciEction as guardian and chief adviser to 
the young prince Mamun, on whosc behalf 
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hc niicd tkc greater part of Persia. With the 
HUCCKsSon ddy sccurcd [in 799) to tliree wna 
of Harun in tunij ineluding Mamuii, who was 
to have the rcvcision of the tlirone afkt Amiu^ 
the son of the pnincaa Zubaida^ the star of 
Eamiak was indeed in tho ascoidaiit ^ and the 
retirement oT Yahya, tull of yeats and honour, 
from the scrvicd of the State towatds the end 
of the eighth century in favoyr of FadhJ, 
a] ready ^miliarly known to the public as the 
* little Wazir,* did nothing to impair the 
authority of the famiJy in ooundh 
The serioiM worh of iniperiai adminlsttation 
was opcnly monopoliscd by Fadhl and JaTar, 
while the Calif was endouraged to parade before 
his admiiing subject! «i royal progresscs to 
Mecca; io splendid campaigns agaiiut hia 
eneiGaiB ; in the eaoouragcmcnt of art, Htera- 
ture and Icaming; in the flcrvicc of the Ghurch 
and in othtr harcnlesa pursoitSr Hamn was 
intelll|ent enongh to appreciate the aituation 
created by his own cxcBsive confidence and 
magnaninuty ; and Wc have seen how at timea 
he rebeJled bwardly at the vanity of his own 
iinportance, lor he had only to loot out aerosa 
the river to see the real source of hia gieatitess. 
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Yet te was powericss to [amper wth the 
mactiDc Leat he ahould breat k; and it k 
reiated that oo one oocasien JaTar, havia^ 
dccidcd to devote hiimcif bo a fiighi offrivoUty 
mth a few choaen compamons, left cxplicit 
inatnicdotu wch his doorkecpcr to admit no 
ont to tto entertammcflt exsept a certain 
bcLated guest named "Abdul ^falik ibu Salih. 

Nerw it so tappcncd that, besides the indi- 
vidual intended, there waa eu^other of the same 
namc, a veiy different person and a somewhat 
(hnatLcal relative of the Calif, who had reasons 
fbr approaching; JaYar on urgent business that 
acUiame evening. Admittod by the occusable 
enror of ttc doorkeeper to the convivial pio- 
ceedings, he ttinnv Mmself heart and sonl into 
the fun to put his bcwildetcd and shamefaced 
ho^t at his ease. Having drunk. ‘wine and 
played the fbol like the rest of the gui^ts, he 
approached Ja^fkr towards the end of the 
evening On the errand which bad brought 
him. He in utgent need of a laige sum 
of money to meet the prcsiirc of his cteditoiS] 
and Ja'iW was ablc to set his tnind at røt on 
that point by aesuring him that the gold ^ould 
be dellvered at his home before his retum, 
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He craved atso some stiitabie official post Éar 
a «on af hiSj whom JaTar appointed on the 
spoEtothcgovernotalupflfEsyP^- And, 
hc wanwl onc of ihe GaliTa daughteni to wife 
for the same son* and Ja'far ms able to obiige 
him with the asaurance that thebetrothal woiild 
take plaoe at ante. Neat morning tbe minister 
had to report what hc had done to the Calif, 
and Hamrt signed away Egypt and his daughter 
with no more than a murmured suggestion that 
he wight have been consulted in matters so 
indmately coimectcd with the prerogative of a 
fatber and a sovereign. 

Hie house of Barmak tempted Frovidence 
with a disingeniJOUs frankness ; and FadhI, wt 
tnay be surt, had mueh ado to repair (he cxtra- 
vaganees of a younger beother, whosc charafi, 
ÉXertised in an atmospherc cf wincj women and 
song on the weaker i^cets of the Calif^t chai' 
acter^ was ncverthelcss a valuahle asset in the 
fuTthcracice of the iainily’s pohcy of keeping 
Hanin within the four comers of consdtiJtiQna] 
monarehy^ while its members céndneted (he 
adminjstmtton in the true interests of aJI eon^ 
cemed Ineluding themsdveSh 

Oidy the pace was too fnriom to Jast. Ja'far 
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gimblftd to tbc last penny of his motal assetsj 
diverting Harim—aJready piobably a sicL mtui 
mtermittcntly, as wUI he e^epjained in the nejet 
chaptCfj and ncaring the age when loeg and 
uncorttroUed indulgence in the picasurca ejf the 
fleah is liablc to produce the nausca of sadety— 
against the fits of moroseness that arosc from 
the contenjplatiori of hia vanity. 5o the end 
came with devastattng suddenness and appro- 
priately coough from beliind the veil. The 
real catme of the Barmah tragody can nevet bc 
known with ccrtaintyj but there ia more than 
plausibility in the theojy that Jinlss it with a 
sister of the Caiif^ a favourite sister who had 
gTQwn up witli Irim and his favourite ministers 
but could now onJy éhare the aTnusements of 
the men by a subterfuge. To enabic Ja'£ar 
and ^Abbasa to assiat simultaneously at his 
noctumal orgies, Harun had arranged that 
they should be mamed on the stritt under- 
stauding that the marriage ahould never bc 
consttminated. So the woinan waa nightly 
ejtpoied to the É,miiiar aight and sound of 
æxual rcvcls and expected to prtaervc her 
virtue, The test livaa tno severe for humar 
nattrre. 
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Every Thursday cvcniiig it was apparently 
the custom of JaTar^s mother^ Zubaida birtt 
Munir^ to send Mm a bamper of cbofcc winics 
and viands by the hand i3f somc deliciotu con- 
cabine ; and it sa happened that on one ludh 
QccMion—or ptrhapa more often—the mother 
'was induced to subsdtute 'Abbasa hcnclf for 
a more casual charmer. 'Abbasa (totkcdvcd 
and bore a son to her husband, but the pdr 
contrived to miuggk the infant away to Mccca 
lest the raattor sbould becoine Itnown against 
thetn- All would indeed have been wcL but 
fbr an accident. One of the slave-girls of the 
princess, havlng been beaten by her mistress 
foT some offence, avenged herself by apprising 
Uarun of ber treasan. The Calif acted without 
predpitation and dcticrmincd tq inyestigate the 
truth of tbe matter hir himsdf on the occasion 
of bis next pilgrimage to Metea, which took 
place in the year Sgg and on whicH hc was 
acoompanied by the unsuEpecting corapanion 
of all thesc years of levclry. Now it Wfli the 
cusEom of JaTar, on the occadon of such 
pilgrimages, to prepare a. banqnet for Hamn 
at TJafan, the hrat stage out from Mecca on 
the retiim joumey to *Iraq. And year by year 
io6 


THE TRAGEOY OF RARKAK 

the banquet had been graoed by ibt prcacnce 
of the Galif} but an [hia DocaLsion Hanin 
excuaed hijoself on éojuc spocious prcEcxt finm 
acccptance oT the euBtomary iavitadon. And 
the grent cavalcade dragged tts weary way 
homewnrda Under the ctoud af a start ed in- 
ampidon^, nntd at kngth it camc to a halt 
at Anbar, a former Capital of the 'Abbaaids» 
on the frontier of *Iraq. 

Jrom there, avoijding Baghdad, Hamn bc- 
wok himself to hia novF favoured residence at 
]l,aqqa ; and there^ or in its neigbbDurboodt 
Jamfør tvss done to dcath by tbc Calif'a cxccu- 
tioner^t Masnjr. Kis body, carved bito threc 
pieces, waa sent to Baghdad to be impaled on 
stakes set up on each other of the threc bridges 
of boats, that the peopJe of the Capital might 
be apprised of the fall of one for all hia 
faults, v/as a popular favouritE. Fadhl and 
his &thcr wero diaturhed at dead of night by 
the Calif’s palace eunuch, who had them 
ccjnveyed forthwith to Qaltn cd the Euphrates, 
wherc they langulshcd in prbon to die of 
broken hearta and broken hcoJth bdTore the 
rclgn wt3 out or aoon alter. And all the wealih, 
pnoperty and palaces of ihe house of Barmak 
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wcre confiscated to the Treajury, whUe histoiry 
draws a veii ovier the fate of otbtr members 
of the familyj which at oqc time provided 
no fewer than five^and-twe^lty inciimben^ 
cf desirable oScial posts^ boCh civil and 
military^ In the State service, and which 
noiv, at a stroke of the pen as It were, dh- 
appeared lor ever from the scene which for 
SD Jong its membera had adorned with such 

disdnetioEL. 

With Ja'iaT and his family the glory of the 
Cali^tc departed ; and the hlstodans are as 
unaniniDus in dcploiing thdr sudden fall as 
in coadeirming Hamn for a scnseless act of 
ilUteinpered tyjrajmy^ whkh blottcd the fair 
pages of a brilliant reign. TJjat the aetuaJ 
causc of the tragedy was as simple as that here 
suggested cannot serioudy bc believed; but it 
is certainly to the cjcdit of Hamn that^ in the 
savage manner of the age, he gave the biUest 
puhJidty to his aedon withont, howevcTj con- 
veying to hii people the slightest indicatjon of 
the rcasons ttnderlying it. The ciposnre of the 
mudlatcd body of JaTar^ the imprisDnment of 
his father and hrother^ and the demolidon of 
the hospitable palacea of the whole famiJy were 
to8 
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a diallengc to publio opinicuj^ And the voico 
of the pctfplc was not rsJsed in proticst untd 
the yeaitt bro^ight into deaner per- 

spective the relative meritB of the Cahf hir^f 
and the scrvanti he hnd thus cut orS' in their 
prime, 

Lt parEj doubtlcBSj there was fear b the 
pcopl^fl silencc^ £br, m spite gf the manifest 
and dkciiiguiahed scrvie^ of the Baranukaj 
Hamn had never been a nonetitity, ai tnany of 
his Une would beeame all tw won in the 
ahadaw of thdr powcrful servanta. But b 
grcatcr part, pcrhapSj there was reesognitioa 
of the simple fact that the falJen ministfirs had 
aimed toa high wlth an implicit chailcnge to 
the Lard'3 anointed. The preatige of the 
Prophet^i mande was sdll no empiy thing in 
those days and^ in Harun^a case^ the ivearer 
was worthy enøugh—notably so» ie an age of 
growing laxity and beetliought, in the spiritual 
domain of his great offieCn To challenge or 
trench upon the tempora] prerogadves of tbc 
I^phePs succeasor was an o^ence in itself 
Ard there mtiflt have becu many who noted 
with disapproval the alow biit steady diver- 
gence of State Dom Churcb in the supreme 
t09 
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direction of afTaiK. Aa Professor Nidiolson ^ 
aptly points out: ^ If Abu Wai^as prescDts an 
app^ng picdift of a cormpt and friVoltms 
society derotcd to plcasurc, wc Itam from 
Abul "Atahiya somcthiog of the rdJgiouj 
fcdings and bdiefs which pervaded the lowcr 
and middle classes;^ and whiek lcd them to 
take a more earnest and clovated view of 
life.' 

'Whether, aa aetms probablcj Abbaaa and her 
300 perisbed ia tbe holcieanst of the BarmaJes 
or no% it ia scarcely likcly that ilitir part in 
the tragedy became a matter of publie know- 
Icdge and jodgmeiat until many ytars after- 
wardsj. wben the annalista got busy on tho 
mcagre itiateriai at their disposa ]; but otber 
facts of importance were doubdeaa common 
topics of gossjp at the dmc j and, while no single 
one of them wouJd bc su^cient to explain or 
justify tbe caiaatrophe, thdr cnmulatfve eSect 
on oantemporary puWic opinion niuat bave 
been condderablc and goes some way to 
cKplain bow the cMzcna of Baghdad endured 
for three yeara the sight of the bleached corpsc 
of onc who had been dealt with as a Eraitor 

1 lÅartny Hiitåtj tfiHiAtait, p. 303. 

110 


THE TRAOEDV OF BARUAK 

Rud was probabLy tacitty rcgarded aa guiltyj 
thougb with extfiuuating drcumstaiiMs. 

TbeiÉ was mdcod one count in paa^ticular 
against Jalar whidi mmt be rcgarded aa. a 
substaatial ccmtrihntory causc of his fall. Wc 
Jiavc secn how his hrother, Fadhl, had bcen 
noininatcd CO Chc conunand af an expeditinn 
agaiiist the pretender Yahya ibn '^Abdullah 
jbn Hasaiij, vrho had headed a godous dsing 
in the province of Dailam and who was induoed 
to surrender on a solemn assurance of pardon. 
Hanm had braken faith wJth his luckless cnetny 
tD avenge the moments oftemor he had auSered 
from hia riiing, ajid had committed him to the 
ca« of JaTaj to he kept in dumoce At hia 
mastcFs pJcasurc. But Ja‘far had reJeaæd 
him and Spiiitcd him Away, while some cnciny 
had been carefui to brbg the matter to the 
GaliTs attendon, and the fat was soon in 
the £rc. Wc must therefore go baek to the 
days of Manfiur and Mahdi to trace biiedy 
an undcixnrreat of intrigue which, never 
pmperly dammed at the source, led with 
othcr cuiients to tht final act of the Barmak 
tragedy, 

Evec aince the year 759, when a procesdon 
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of tht hcrctiGal Rawandis appcared bcJbre 
Manaur^a palace at Hastiimiya (near Ruia) 
to acclaini and wonhip the Galif as the shadow 
of God atid rcmaincd as cncmics to bosiegt 
hun on the rtjeetion of theif Impious ovtr- 
tureSj hcrcsjr-himting had bwn a3 cornmon a 
pastime of the ‘Abbaaid rulcra ss placc-sctking 
and intngue had been of thdt imioistcrs^ euer 
man Ætivring fot poaition tO COQtTOl the SDurces 
of power aad wcaltiiK These two currenta 
freijueody cmfficd and necrossed, and the 
stabdity of miniitcfs was ofteri at the merey 
of any hrcath of scandal that suggested a 
hidden afimity bctwctJi them and aome faedon 
—notably, of couise, that of the house of 'Ali 
—whose ambidoDS were mcompatible with the 
aurvival of tbe tsthting té|;hne. Mhltm had 
comt to a head in the reign of Mahdi, who 
bad aaciificed his chief mimster, Abu TJhaid- 
allah, to the stupidnn, dcaciciously suggeated 
hy a rival, that his son deaJt in the black 
magie and subveraive doetrinea of the Zindiqa 
or Manichfi&ns, ainoeg whosc icneCs was the 
virtijc of incest in its grossest forma. Thfi 
youth knew bis ficripturt too Ul to rcfutc the 
vile charge and forfcitcd hia lifc, while his 
iia 
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fatJier was deposed in favour of the acemiBt 
rivai. 

Tbus did Rabi* ibn Yunls bcconie chkf 
mmJstcf, to rctaio the poat throughout t±i« 
rcign of Mahdi aod, more prccariotisly, during 
that of Hadi Qn tbe accrasiOD of HaniHj 
however, Yahya and his sons contiollcd all the 

chidTpoiits, tha^iksto theinfluence orKhaisaran, 

who;^ aceo^ng to a saying attributed to Harim 
Mmsdf, had atood out against th* tmployment 
in any important capadty of the ex^Minister^s 
son» Fadhl ibn Rabi^ latter was a man 

of parts and was rcadmitted to high office on 
the dcath of Khai^ajian in ygo, the Privy Seal 
being withdrm™ in hk favour from Ja Tar, ivho 
some dnie bdbre had displaced hia brother 
li*adhl as deputy of his fatber^ stil] the nominal 
incumbcDt of the oSce as well as of the 
premiership. Fadhl ibn Rabi', howcvcTj aimed 
atill higher and watehed hia opportunitym tht 
rapld and leddesa riae of the Earmak fbrtunea. 
Only two years after the dcath of Khakaxan 
occurred therchcUion ofYahya ibn ^Abduilah^ 
and it was perhaps a year or two later that 
Ja’far, pardy trading on hia personal inducncc 
at court and partly unwJlling to ahouldcr the 
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mora] responsihility of preloBging the mear- 
ceraUon ^ oftt who had aurrexidcrcd on a 
^IcEnn bond procured hy his brothex, ndeased 
the unfortuaate but still potcntially dangerous 
pTCtender. Ho may to som* extent have been 
aetuated by a lupcrstitious dread of tfic con- 
aequenoes of raising his hand againut a mtitibcr 
of the Prophet's own house ; but it is scaredy 
coiiceivabk that he ever entertamed the idea 
of restormg the Califatc to the house of ‘Ali 
at the expense of Harun to whom hc owod 
everything. Nevcrthelcss thts wai the «iter- 
pretadon wbich preyect on the mind of the 
Galif under the stUfiiJ inBinuadons of Fadhl 
ibn Rabi\ who made surc of every detail of 
the story through a servile mcmbcr of the 
rival"a høuschold, Vp^hotn he croploycd to spy 
upon his master. 

Harun proceeded cutmingly to establiah the 
truih of his accusatioii, and Ja‘far was invitedj, 
as hc had often been invited bdbrej to dine and 
make menry with his royal master. Gasually 
during the festive proceedings H^nn aslced fbr 
uEvra of the imprisoned pretender, and JaTar» 
indined at first to reaasure him with an uH'* 
truth but wamed by a sudden intuidon that 
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the quegtion had not bnen so tasual as it was 
intended ed fleetti, blurted out due truth, whilc 
assuxing the Galif that die man he had rekaaed 
was IDO hroJtcn in spiri t and heaj th to be dangcr- 
Ous cvcmiDreL Hamn concealcd hi& annoyance 
but thertaficr schcmcd pettily to bring home to 
tbc offffliditjg but still importajit family a sensc 
of ihdir decliaing fortunes. Yahya, once the 
GaliTg guandiaii and now a wisc old manj had 
oitxn plcadcd with Harun to releaac his youn^cr 
son jErom the ever-prestnt dangerf of bis bwn- 
companionihip and iåmiliaTity ; bue JaTar^s 
company was stiJl casential to the Hghicr 
momenta gf Harua’s «ifltence, and he hiraseF 
enjoyed tbe good thingg of bfe too mnch to 
heed his father^s ivarnings. So hc contJoued 
playhig the dangerous game of etttroachihg on 
the picjDgatIves of a aovereign who was at 
Eimeg a mere ftliow in frivohty, while hia 
brother Fadhl^ developing on the more ausEeire 
line» of Ms father, attended to die affairs of 
State and eschevved the relaxadom of court life. 

The cffectlve influcnce of Fadhl ibn Rabi* 
inencased stcadiiy, and Yahya^ who had at all 
times enjoyed complete freedom oT aeccM to 
the Calif for the transaedon of State bmåncsSf 
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aud wbo was treaied by the silavcs and 
efhdaJs of the household with the courtcay 
and dcfciencc due to onc ao favouredj dia- 
cmfcrcd a piogreasive frccidtig of the atmo- 
sphert around himself and his sons. In vain 
he plfiadcd with the Gali^ urging his forincr 
right of entry even to the royal bedehamber 
at aU boun of the day and jaight i and Joyally 
he aoceptied the implicattons of a diangcd 
sltiiatLon^ whtJc oue son peracvETcd at the tasks 
of the cotfipjehcnaivc portfolio wluch ht atiU 
hdd at the CaliTs picaaure and auothjcr con- 
tinued to play out his tfumps reoldeasly against 
a watddiil aud not unsldlful opponent. And 
M the game dragged o;n till Sog, wlicn the 
'Abbasa inddent touched Harun on the raw ; 
and the Catif^ with the son of ]R.abi' to guide 
his hand and to give hitn courage, edebrated 
his retum (h)m the Great Pilgrimagc with a 
holocaust of the family that had guided and 
cDiitroilled the destinies of the ' Abbasid Empko 
for fifty yeai^. 

The disraembered body gf JaTar graced for 
three yeais the three bridges of Baghdad, to be 
consigned in the end to a boaiire. Yahya and 
his sona lauguished in jaii at QpiTni until dcath 
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or lilo of Maniun rdcaaed tdem from 

thdr duiajice ; and wt htar Jo lator ycars of 
the appointiuicnt of Musa, ont of Yahya’ii sons, 
to che viGCToyalty of Sind. Hc fiikd been 
govomor of Syria for some time in 792, when 
Haron bad sent him thitlier fo deal with a 
revolutionary movcmcnt aiinng: out of the 
traditiorial jealousy and rivdry of tho Arab 
tribes Jong domiciled in that provfocc since 
che originaJ Arab conquost of 634 \ and he 
had proved himself an oflScor of gjeat rcsourcc 
and caiMptional courage. Later 011^ in 80a', 
be had been imprieoncd at Kufa by Harun for 
somt oSence, bnt had heen releascd on the 
intercessian ofYahya. 

AU the Barmak propertics esdteated to the 
State and cmly the person and family of 
Muhammad^ a son of the original Khalid, 
were spared by the demeney of a furious 
monarch in recognition of their loj^al but un- 
speeified Services. As we have seeSj Harttn 
had aeted wJthout hasm and^ as it seenu to 
lis at this dbtance cf time, vdth calcnlatcd 
eunnjT^ and crnelty, playing hb intended 
prey as a cat mauls the mousc it means to 
eat. And onc is Icft to wonder vagucEy 
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whcthcr rikere bc some ^rain of inith in the 
whijipMd gosip that the Qiitcn Zubaida her- 
sclf wai Tio: altOKCthcr mnocent of corapJidty 
iti a transactioii which, for alJ ths cKtcnuat- 
ing drcumataiiccs that may bc mged in its 
palliation, history cannot bul régard and has 
aiways regarded aa a ciimc both senselcas in 
itsdf and fata] to the glory of the Calilktc. 

It is certain, at least, that during the pilgnm- 
age ceremfiniej of 79*9 Hamn had drawn up, 
signed, sealed and dtlivered co tlie iuviolabic 
lanctuary of the KaT3a at Mecca a solcmn 
dced securing the successiGm to the thronc, in 
the evcDt of his demisc, to his sons Amin and 
Mamuu io tum and in that order. Of the 
two, Mamim, the son of a concubine, was the 
elder Ln yeaut and the spedal ward of the luck- 
lessJaTar who may indeed, asis suggested, have 
BDught at a later date to seenre his prcccdcncc. 
But Amin waa of roya] blood throughout^ ±c 
son of the Qpeen Zubaida, granddaughter of 
Maiuur ■ and Zuhaida may well have had 
feart for the fiiture as she contemplatcd the 
powcrTul advocaey of Ja"far, whieJa her own 
son^^s rival would enjoy on the dcath of her 
husband. Nothing can be proved against her, 
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but wc can readily understand the tendemess 
of Maaiiin for the memory of the 
though it muit be said to hia cradit that the 
stepmenher, who aurvived him after taatieg of 
the bkternesa of his triumph over her own son^ 
had nopght to reproach hhn with throughout 
the long rdfin that witnessed the full and final 
fiovwriijg of the ‘Abbasid tree before the axe 
was laid tq id roots. And to this day, among 
the tuiiiblcd ruias of her grandfatheHs Round 
City* they ahcw a tomb purpordng to be the 
last rcsdog-plaee ofZubaidaj though the ajcrip- 
don is doubtful and it matters Uttlc whether 
she lies there indeed or in the more jplcndid 
building of the Kadhlmain mosque cpposite 
the cemetery that contains the forgotten tomb 
of her husbaiid'3 mother. Her name at Icast 
* Hveth for evermorej* bestridjng the Arabjan 
desert with the routc ahe travdled so often to 
the ' Mother of whose people and 

pilgiima have good reason to bless her memory 
for the piicdcss boon of running wattr. 
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Harvn Uved but a lustxB afber tlic tragic fall 
of tbe Barniak imniatry, carrying to the gravo 
a secrfit flaw whieh gimwed at Mb vltala evea 
as the tnemory of his Cfime plagucd hia soul, 
wc may assumCj to the end of a reign that had 
lost its savourn The canccr had its agonics^ 
hut hc butt the pain with stoieaJ patitoce to 
hldc it from a world that would edebrate his 
passjng with dvil strjfe and might wdl andei- 
pacc Buch naughtlnesa if it but knew that the 
great Hamn had beeo wamed without hope 
of repdeve by dic angel of dcath. Ho tranblcd 
at die hidcoiiB Chought that his own sous might 
begin ovcr hts deaih-bed their stnigglc for the 
crowD whicb he had bequtathed to cach in 
tum and ta yct a tbird after them. And so, 
seekJng at last to die in the blisa of domesde 
pcacCj it was not tid very ncar the end that 
hc confided the secret of his discasc to the 
Tøo 
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physidan who had accompa^d him on the 
laat of his many CRmpaigns. 

For threc years the country beyond the Oxm 
had bcen in a ferment with dte rebelUon of onc 
Rah^ibnLaidiofSainarqand ; and Harthama, 
rccalJed from tht West to rcplace a dishonest 
and ioeflective gmcndj "All ibn "laa, had had 
much ado to mamtain his position, The inaublc 
had even ahewn a tendcncy to spread into the 
eastcTii distdets of Peista proper, So Hamn^ 
Jeavlng Amin in charge of Baghdad and another 
soHj Qasiitij at Rac^qa to contnoi the western 
proviaees, went up in peraotial command of 
reinforceinciQig for Harthama^^s hard-pre^^d 
army towards the end of 808. Hc reached 
Tus near Mashhad in Xhuraaan in time to 
dig his gravcj bot had to relmquish the com¬ 
mand of ihe troops to his son Mamun. And 
therc in March 809, at the early age of fdrty- 
six* he died, as he had livedj in the fulJ hame$£ 
of a CaUT mihtant and at the height of his 
glory, for all the cloiids that had gathered 
about him during the la^t years of his reign, 
To his aucccssors he left a vast tieasure^ a 
great oame and a brdJjant tradidon which 
wotild be a living force for yet a generadonH 
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And to die wffrld at Jargc hc bcqueatiiEd a 
numcTDUSi progcny of dcvco sods and fourtccn 
daughtcr^H whoscr Sted has been aeattered lo 
the winds so that no rccogmisable trace of thea 
has survived to our times. 

The reign of Harun a tands before us^ as it 
wcFE a pieture withoiit a buckgnound—adimif' 
ablc tnoiigh b itself bm witliout mcaning 
aicept in one reapeetn Tite literary, artistic 
and acientihc achievcmcnl of 'Abbasid court 
cannot be ignottd if we woidd aec the devclop’ 
ment of the human mind and soul in ita true 
penpectivt against the background of Man^^a 
struggle ivith the fbrcca of Natuee through the 
ages, The gieat aehievements in medidne and 
philosophy of fuch men as Averroea and 
Avioenna^ who formed a living link betivccn 
ancient Grcece and the Univeraities of Europe, 
were sdllj it is true, id the womb of time; 
but it waj without doubt the Abbaaid court 
ihat prepajred the soil for their ultimate sowingH 
Audi without golng loo dccply into the deiails 
of the scientiBc contribution of Harun and hia 
contemporaries to the worldb renMssance» it 
will not be otit of place to recall the fact that 
a worldj vrbich bad hitheito had to be content 
taa 
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with parchmcnt Mid {>apynis, rcceivcd it) ftnt 
supplicÆ of paper—apparetitly a Chmcac iaveo- 
don—from the milJa afBaghdad. 

We have now scen how Hnruii began and 
ended his carcer with military progrcsscs on 
the grandiose scalc fashJonablc in thoso dmcs. 
The fiiat had brought Jaurela to the brow of a 
young mati full of promise atid manly vigour^ 
whilo the last was but ±e angry tail-Lashing cf 
a woimded lion brought to bay amid cnciioling 
huntet?. Yet lita last act was typical—and 
shooklng in one to whom the quaJity of great- 
nesa cannot bc denied-^orj whoi he had made 
his poaoe >vith God—' the most merciful of the 
merdfbl’—and ptepared hk tomb to fcceivc: 
hirO} they brought him in chains the captured 
broder of the rebel elilef That was Lndeod 
an occasion for merey, but the ‘ enemy of God' 
was hewn to pieccs beforc the dying GaliT. 

In his life^ indccd, he had not b<en nodc^bJy 
bloodthii^ty, though he held the blood dieap 
of tboso that offended him—ton^ords whom hc 
was both cruel and maliicioiis^ Tn the cinemn' 
stances he may even have enjoyed planning 
the detail) of the Barmak tragedy; but hk 
troatrtient of Ibrahim al Mansali, a boon- 
i?3 
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compajiion of himsclf and the tinTortunate 
rcvcals more clcarly than any other act 
of Kanin the undcrlying strain of animal 
cruclty in his character, unlas wc may sup- 
posc biifl objpct to have been the closing of 
every posablc soiirec of scandal regarding the 
secret orgies of tl)C court, Ibiahim wæ at any 
rate mvitsd to dinnar vfith hia sovereign^ who 
affflctcd to repeot the hasty act which had 
deprived them for ever of JaTar^s jovial com¬ 
pany ; and the unsuspecting guest^ beooming 
sentimental in his oups^ pnt his ncck into the 
noosc prepared for him. His exeecdon stopped 
for ever the dangcrous mouth of a loyal frieud, 
hu:t added a new connt to the tale of crime that 
stands to the credit of the ‘ virtuous * Galjf 
Hanm waa a despot by birthj by cducation 
atid by force of circumstances^ the heir of a 
hybrid poUtical philosophy bom of the strange 
imion of a young and vigorous demoeratic 
Arabia with a prostrate, effcminatc and ancktit 
tradition of absolutc monarehyr In Pereia 
every Arab was a conqueror and rulCTj whiJe 
the fclk> who had bowed humbly belbre their 
anointed kings, yielded the same hamage aa of 
right to die mene officials of the new dispensa^ 
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tion^ Tbe new automcy became more auta- 
cradc than the old and more ostentatiouSr 
Saffah kad gloried in the spLUing t>f blond as 
a meatis of cowing his iubjeets into submissioii. 
PTeither Mansur nor kfahdi had Bought to 
cloak or exclisC the acta of despodc savagery 
that stand to their accounCs How then cauld 
Hanm, inveated as a mere boy with the com¬ 
mand of a large army in the field with no 
objeedve but to rob and plunder as it went, 
be espected to develop a philosophy of ruler- 
ship at varianco with the models bcforc him ? 
How could one, entrmtod but a year or two 
later with ihe vicereyalty of aii tke West» with 
absolutc powera of life and dcath, appointntent 
and dumissal» be cxpccicd to dcvclop the 
hnmiiity and senit of service appropriate to a 
oonsdtotional monarch? 

In spite of tkc brief fiicker of a demoeratic 
tcndency in the Arabia ef tke Frophefs genera-^ 
doiij the spirit of the age demanded of its 
jtuLexs only the will and capacity to nilc. And 
in that tradidon Hamn bimsclf kad been, bom 
and bred with inevitable corisequencea. He 
grew up not only wiiling to mle, but suspidoua 
of any eDoroachment on his sovereign prc' 
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fflgative and reaiful of any rivul that might 
challengt hia authority. Yet it was of his own 
volidon that hc x«igned mto the capabk hands 
of Yahya and his sans asfrcmlogly uncondirioaal 
poiver-of-attoracyj which Ifift but litile scopo 
for hia own activitiea but sccurcd hitn ali 
the Icisuft hc nceded Ibr the puisuit oT his 
plcastire and fbr the development of a senje 
of giievanee agaiiBt his own gmwing futility, 
It only nceded the awakening of the demon of 
jcaloijiy-^T,o diffieult matter in the drcutti- 
gtaaces —eo set in modon his envy, hatred and 
mahee against scrvants, whose great Services 
are iindcniable and whosc chief lauJt waa the 
unnccessarily oatentatious parade of their good 
fbrtune. 

To pass the aponge over the faulis of Haruet 
would bc to bdittle his virtues. Even Aminj 
hia son—a worthJeas sort of prodigal, ta judge 
by the records of him that have come down 
to us—could drink a glas of water in the 
prcaencc of an uncaged lioja and receive hb 
diarge otx the point of a dagger aa cooUy as 
if he had heen baidng a cat. And Harun was 
of truer mettk thati Zobaidab olfspring. Hk 
ioyalty in dilHcult circumstances bo liis brother 
1^6 
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Hadi^ m apitc of the promptmgs of his nlother 
^tid the carlifiT encouragGmctit <5f his fathtr, 
was su admirsible su his suhsequont endeavour 
to dcal fairly between his owd scum iu the 
macter of the suocessioJi—agaiu in disregiard qf 
harem nmchmsitiQns. Id both caats he shewed 
hmiaeir poescssed of statesmanllke imtiRCta. 
His capadty for physical ftetivity was astonish- 
ing enough in one so partial to the dclights of 
sensuous cnjoyrneiit. His sexusU CKCfcssts wene 
ag mueh a part of his routiiie of life as hlj 
firequent piigrhnagea to Mecta, but both left 
him plenty of time tn spare for the mote 
cxacting elainis of mihtary service. He was 
essentiaily a man of action, thougb hc was 
equaily at home in the more sedentary rfllc of 
Jitemry and artistic patronage. 

Apart from his selfelfaoeincnt in favour of 
and during the short reign of Hadi, Hamn 
mufft bc given credit Gjr having begun hU ovm 
reign with a show of modcratiDn aud clemcncy, 
wbich merited a better scqud than the chronic 
cruptiDDs of secEition Uiat distotbed his Entpke. 
His first aetj doubdess impired by the wise 
counsel of Yahya ihn Barmak, had been to 
releajie the mcnabei^ of the *AIid farmly from 
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the teitdetions on their liberty of movement 
iraposed by his prcdcccsaor in conscqucnce of 
the rising that had cndcd ingloriously at 
Pakbtkh. They were tboÆ allowed to return 
from Virtual CKiJe at Baghdad to Madiaa, but 
it was not long bcfbrt: they rcauuied their old 
scheining for the throne. 

In Yahya ibn 'AbdulEali ibn Kasan 
raiaed the standard of revolt in the Persian pro- 
vince of Dailam with the conscqucDces akeady 
sufiidiently naxrated. Harun was^ however, 
ies fortuaate in hi5 dealings with a hrother of 
thU pretender, Idris ibn 'AbduUah by name, to 
whom biicf reference has alrcady been made. 
Escaping from the battlcfrekl of Fakhlch, he had 
made his way to Egypt and theute to rurthjcr 
AlHca, where, encouraged by the example of 
the Umalyid dynaaty in Spain and by the 
adherence of the Berbers round Fezj hc had 
prociaimed a rival Califatc. Hanin"a first 
insdnet had heen to send a great army to 
dissipate the new mmace^ but the expense 
and risk of such an expedidon had oaused him 
to adopt moro ffiibtle methods. One Sulaiman 
ibn Jarir v^as sent imtead to cncofnpass by such 
meam as hc could the dowrJall of the rival 
jaS 
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GaJif^ and Idria in due oouræ dicd of poison 
in 7 ^ 3 , leaving a pttgnant wifc bul no actuai 
hdr. The Berbers^ awnidng the event, ao 
claimed fbe posthumoou sod, aiw nsuned Idrh 
after bk faiher^ 33 tiicir Catif, and ttom diat 
moment; the province of fiirther Aliica ceased 
to owe aUejiance to the Eastem Gdifatc, whiie 
the Idmi dynasiy v^as destined to oudive the 
'AbbflÆida and to survlve into our own tlmca 
both on the 5Cciic of its original choiec and in 
a branch which tnanaged to catabUsh itsclf in 
the Arabian ptovlncc of ‘Asir about the middlc 
of the niaettenth centiuy. Thia little pdn- 
cipality has only rccently indeed Icjst its|in- 
dependcjit atatus by injcorpioration into the 
Wahhabi Kingdom of Arabia^ while the aur- 
viviu^ members of the family have, in apite of 
occasional ebullitiona of tlieir traditioad reat- 
lessnces^ lost theif former political significancc. 

There can be Ijttlc doubt that the Dailam 
riaing of Yahya was to some cxtcut inspired by 
fear of reprisals on himself and his family on 
account of the then prosperiiig bid of hia 
brother for an independent tbrone In Afiica, 
His nephew, *Abbas ibn Hasan ibn ‘Abduliah, 
had indeed becn rctalned at Baghdad bj a 
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hostagc wben the rest of ±e family had bcca 
allowed to rcturti to Madina, wLile the first 
reætioii of Haroci to the rnovement of Idiis 
had been to summon Musa ibn Ja'far al 
Kadhiim^ the aixth * rightful * Imarti of the 
Shia^ factioHj to the Capital, whene he remaiiied 
till he died probably of poisoit—to bceoine in 
due counie one of the eponymous sainta of Kad* 
himain. The loss of his African provincc and 
the ability of fporadic *Alid pretenders to rahe 
a foUowitig agaiost (he couatituKd authorlty of 
the State contributed to a gradual hardening 
of Hamnes initial atdtudc of general tolerancc j 
accusation, tnic or false, of *Alid sytnpathics 
foiind in the Galif a ready though cautious 
Jisteaer ; and none thercafter was safe Brom 
the guilea of the informer. Bot all dicse 
^ctors would seem to emphasise lesa the 
Botual existonce of any seiious danger to the 
ihtonc than a widespread feeling of dis- 
content and irritadon that ever provides the 
best pladorm for the endos of an offending 
nJgimc, 

Such wert ever present in the Khawarij 
elementa^ which had flmt come into promi- 
□enee in the time of the Calif 'Ali himself 
igo 
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and which had provided plenty of escitt- 
ment and divrrsion throughout tht period 
of the Umaiyid dynaaiy. To same cjctent 
thtir donghty CKubCEancc^ both pty^ical and 
spiritxialj had found an Dutkt in the miiitaiy 
service of the OaM^ ^ hut^ evci and anon, 
some outstanding character among them would 
bur&t the bonda of leason and go out in open 
rcbdlion, Sucli a case «curred iB the years 
794 and 795—dose on the hcels of the 'Alid 
troubles—when One Walid al Shaibani, a chicf- 
tain of Upper Maopodndla, attadced the toivji- 
ship of Nisibin, and passed thence into the 
Artnenian mountains to foment rcbdlion and 
gatbej foices. Rashid set a thief to catch a 
thief^ selcctiiJg a feHow-chieftahi of WalUI, bis 
own ncphfiw Yazid of the proud trihe of 
to pit against the nebel. The affair^ 
howcvcTj åragged on imtil Harun^ wamed by 
his Bamiah advlseics that Yazid^s dilatoiy 
taebea suggested a desire to spare an adver- 
sary of his omi kith and kin, sent a cutt note 
to his lieutenam, suggesEjng that he imgkc 
have to send a slave to bring his osvn head to 
the royal pnesence if hc coutd not arrapge to 
send tbat of his advci^ry without further 
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dciay^ The rival armics now raexd cach othsr 
Dcar Haditha, on the Euphrates, whm the 
lival coirunanders agreed to dedde the Isauc 
by aingle combat. And tht rtbd^s head v^as 
in due coiine scat to the Calif with a full 
account of a ihrilUng duel on horseback, 
which. had ended in the victory of the loyal 

commimdeE. 

Haruji's sdcction of Raqqa as his norraaj 
reddeuee in the bter yeaics of his rogn was to 
some cKtent diototed by a desire to maintain 
some sort of personal contiol over the wes cem 
part of his dominions. Spain and further 
Afnea were now irrevocably lost to him i hut 
ncarer Africa^ Egypt and even Syria were hot- 
beds of percniiial danger Jai^cly owing to the 
conccntratioii in thoae arcas of mimcrcius true 
Arab elemcntSj which watched with anxiety 
and jealousy the rapid rise of Persian inlluenoc 
at thfi court and Capital of the Califs, He may 
even have had in mind the idea of an African 
atpedidon, whdc the posdbility of complica- 
dons with Byzandum was never very remote 
in spita of the tmee with Itcim:. 

M carly as 789 or 790 a vjccnoyalty of the 
West had been conjtituted under "Abdul Malik 
13^1 


APTERMATH AN1> RETHOaPEar 

ibn Salihj m dder membcr of tbis Hashimitc; 
claiij who secms to have bccn a mao of out- 
standio^ abiUty and unconriinon vigonr and 
who helel thia tespomibic post with the full 
support of the Barmak miniatera imdl their 
fall in 803, Two years after hia appointmeat 
in 792, a revolbtion in Syria had necessitated 
the fipedal delcgailon of Muaa, the third son of 
Yahya ibn Baroiak, as govemor of diat pro- 
vincej wluch he would scem however to have 
left as soon aa the tast of stamping out the 
trouble had been accoaipliahedr The fdinentoo 
of this sedition—an affab of mternal livakis 
amoiig the Arab dans repneaented in the anny 
and thcgovcminent rathw than a rising against 
the CalLf—were sent to Baghdad where^ Harun 
having handed them over to Yahya to deal 
withf they werc pardoaed on giving security 
for tbeir futurc good behaviour. 

Neverthcless a more aerious rising of the same 
Jdnd disturbed the peace of Syria again 10 796, 
and this time Ja^r ibn Yahya, apedaJly se- 
loctcd to deal with It, managod so sucocssfully to 
coinpose the diRciencea of the vii'arring factiens 
without resort tø military measures that Harua, 
as already noted, accorded him the unusuaE 
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hoDour of a royal and public rcccpdm oq Ms 
rctum to Baghdad. The RuccessfiU ddcgatB 
was publidy praised and thanked by tl^e GaJif^ 
who rcadily acccdod to his rcqucst for the 
pardon of the misgulded «beis. He alicwcd^ 
htnvcver,^ an apprecladoii of dic aervites 
rendered by Ja'£ar by nominating him to tlie 
governorship of Khurassn—a pjoat of uausual 
difikulty and rcsponsibihlr-y—but Ja Tar never 
«tarted OQ hia new mtssion, being suddcaly 
appomtod to die oSice of Ghief of Police at 
tht Capital, while Harthama waa sent in his 
atead wJth secret orders to supersede 'Ali ibn 
Tsa at Merv, which was thea in some danger 
Dom the rcbéllious activities of Rafi' ibn Laitb, 
This 'Ali ihn 'Isa was of a fomily which 
had played an important part in the carliest 
days of die 'Åbbasid movcment; and among 
the most signal seivioes rendcired by it to the 
*Abbasid cauje must be recJjoned the purchase 
by one of *Ali's ancestors for 400 påcces of 
silver of a slave named Åbu Muslim, who in 
due oounic placed the fijrst of the *Abbasids on 
the thront and was cxecuted by die second 
afoer savfog Mm. from the meDace of a dangier-» 
0013 pretender. After the succesaCuJ expedidon 
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of FadM against Yahya ibn ^Atidullah, Harun 
hatj bethought bimsélf of *Aii ihn 'Isa as a 
siiitablc nomincc to the itnportant gwcrnor- 
sbip tjf KKorasan and Tramoxiana ; but Yahya 
ibn Khalid, whert consultcd in the matLcr, had 
æunMLtMl hksove™gnagaiasEsuchanappoiiit 
mcDtr Harun had^ howeverj i naisÉicd on send¬ 
ing 'Ali; and thrtc ycars later hc had had 
the satufaclion of witnossingt with Yahya at 
bia sidti the arrival of a princcly caravan with 
the first eonstgomeiit of the procceds of the 
new govemor*a adminiatradon of a distant and 
admittcdly dilHcnlt provincc. In vain Yahya 
Buggested that 'Ali"s splendid remittance had 
probably been coUeeted by tyrannous methods, 
whiicb wcmld inevitably produce a reaction in 
due cour^ and which couid in any case be 
apphed in Baghdad itself with evtn better 
Gnancial rcsults if the CaliPs only objeet wat 
to amass wealth at any cost. 

The fall of the Barmak {amily had deprived 
Hanin ofYahya^s counsel when conipiajnta of 
'Alfs hajrah administratiDa began to pour in 
from the Persian provinceir Harun, fioweverj 
thoiijght it tinie to make a personal inspeedoa 
of the situatioD In that quarter^ butj on his 
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arrival at tarly in aD5j 'Ali again fought 
tm favour by producing a vast tncasurc for the 
delcctadon of hia sovereign as welJ as princcly 
gifts to iiience tht hortle of ovcrlings and 
underlJnga that had acoompanied the royal 
progress. Harun waa aucccsshiUy dcccived and 
confirmed 'AU in the government, whosc fiinc^ 
tions he thus resumed vdth rcdoublcd energy 
and opprcssivenca. Not long afierwards, how- 
ever, oceuned the rising of Rafi* ibn Laith at 
Samaiqand in consetjuence of orders for his 
ajTcst and execurion issued by Hamn to 'Ali. 
The latter^s stm, Tsa, was sent to dcal with 
the rebel but waa slain, while the ming made 
sufficient headway to force ^Ali bJmself to 
redre temporarily to die safety of Merv, 
leaving be^d a hidden Jioard of 30 million 
piecea of silvcr amaased by Tsa and «cretly 
buTied in hil garden- This fact was known 
to none but one of his slave-girls, and sho, on 
leaming of the death of her master, informed 
her fdlow-servaDts, who immediacely divulged 
the scoret to the people of Balkh. The latter 
not ooly possused themselvcs of the treaaure^ 
bnC made the matter suiBeicndy public to 
reaeb the cars of Hanm, who only thus, at 
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long becatne aware qf the traitoraus and 
oppressive conduet of the lieuteaant on whofq 
he bad so fondly piimod hia faith. 'Ali ihn 
'Isa, hia isoaa and his agents, v^ere didy pLaced 
under arrest by Haithama amid the general 
TcjaidDEs of the populaec and sent in diains 
to Baghdad, whither, it h aaid, they were 
prcccdcd by a caravan of 151OO camcls carry- 
ing the surplui v,^ealth amassed during the 
perifid of 'Ali"a govemorship, after full resritu- 
tion Iiad been made in aeeorfancewEdi Hamnes 
orders to all who could produce reasonablc 
proof of their daims against the oScials of the 
government. 

Wc may safety supposc that 'Ali ibrt 'Isa 
mcE at Baglidad the usual fete of high olEciaJs 
deposed and convicled of maladministratLaa 
and ircason ■ bul the immeiisiiy of the 
treasure coUeeted by him and his officiala 
from the distant provinccis of the Feisian 
borderland staggers the imaginatlon, while 
the naive insistenee of Harun, in che instnie- 
tions laid down by hint for the guidance of 
Harthama, on che nced for jujt and merdful 
dealings wich the unfortunate people of tbose 
provinccBj stands out In almost lu^crous eon- 
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trast with faia carlier satisfacdion at rfceiving 
from ‘Ali ibn ^Isa contributi&nB to thi; Trcaiuiy 
on a scalc tbat should at Cncc have arouscd 
the 5uspiciom of any mtdligent and well- 
mearniig monarch. Yct he wculd not then 
listen to Yakya* who doubtlesi had, io his 
OWEL methods and expcricnce, the beat of 
reaaons for suspectkig tbe probable soULcc of 
such Tichcs. 

That Khuraaan and the TYaiu-Oxus country 
were relatively wealthy and proaperous regiona 
jn coEQpaxison with the rest of the Ca.lLra 
domiiiiotns tnay readily be admitted, But the 
limit of their taxable eapadiy muat have 
fahen iår ahort of the amounts oantribnted 
by them to the State Tncaainy and to the 
pochcta of the qffidala of the Califatc^ if wc 
are to take aeriously the general revenue 
system inhcrited by the 'Abbaaid rulers fronn 
the n^ginic of the ' Onhodox Galift —and 
Dotably of TJmar ibn al Khattab, to whom 
moit of the credit is due for a wise and reason- 
able basis of imperiai taxation whioh has ever 
since^ nominally at least, stood as a model for 
statca piofessiog the faith and prindples of 
Islam. Unfortuaately too many loopholes were 
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Icft by the Prophet hia immedJatc mc- 
cessai? for the beoefit cif fhose that came ahu- 
dtcin 'with doqucitt lip-sfii-vjee to tlieir aystiem* 
buL Tvith JitUe etiough mll to be bound by ib 
spirit if they could dreumvene its letter with- 
out maiiifest scandal. It has aktady been sug- 
gested bl tliesc pages that too much Jatitude 
Tvas Jeft tq the individuala rcaponaible in eath 
area for the asscssment qf the tiKca payabk 
by its inhabltants to the State, Euch a fault 
ia pnobably inevitablc in any sjratcin dependent 
on an ad ^falorsm basig which» other things being 
equalj is manifestiy the fairest method in the 
cornmon mterests of the community and the 
individual, The weakicss of auch a method 
arisea from the simple Cjcc that other things 
never are and probably never can he equab 
Kcvcrthcltsft it will not be out of place lo 
consider briefly herc the general character of 
a fiscal system which origmated in the sincere 
though perhaps Utopian atmosphere qf'Umar's 
GaiLTatc ^ which pnobably foimcd the cod- 
soious basis of the revenue system introduced 
and adnuniatered with the approyal of the 
early ^Abbasid Calih by their Barmak advisers 
and ministeTs i and ivhichj in tater dmes^ came 
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imperceptihly tn bc supplanted by the frankly 
mfidd ((jr European) syitem of providing 
cioth accordbg: lo the requiremcnls of the 
coat, 

The neci 23 sity of a fiscal system had been 
imposed very soddtnly by tite carly Arab con- 
queata on a sembnondad community^ wMch had 
j^eo accustomcd to nothing more claborate 
thaji the maintcnance of a pabiarchaJ rdgime 
by rcasonablc contributicrø to a coinmoa pool. 
from this bad arisen what laay be regarded 
a$ a dthe priodplc, appUed^ with suitablc 
modidcatioiis to mcet cacb category of private 
wcalth, to tbe producc of cuLtivated landj to 
the flocb and heirds of the nomade and lo 
merebandise iraported into the main eenurea. 
of populatton by the commcrciaJ commumty, 
Butj now tbat the taxabJe area and popula- 
tion had so rapldEy expanded by conquest, 
greating as they expand<jd ever greater require- 
ments for the cfficicnt maiDtenaiicc of the 
conqucxieg army and for the conduet of an 
imperial administration, the prindplt soon 
came to be recogni^ed of a diSerentiation of 
burdens as between Muslims and the non-. 
Muslim communides of the Empire. In essence^ 
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the simple titiie E>'st£m of the Prophet’! time 
remained m force for the Musliiiis onJy^ whilc 
the equally sitnple principle of the division of 
booty acquired in the coune of ordictaxy Arab 
raiding wM applicd bodtly to the immense 
pfoceeda of rcgular warfare as well aa to such 
God-sfinl sDorceg of incomes as oiJnes^ treasure- 
mjvc, fisheriesj etc. Thus caeh Muslim—and 
tliat at first mcant litde more than tach Arab 
—paM his modest contribution in proditce- 
dthe or aikimal-taxes to the maintenance of 
the central authoriiy and served without 
cmolumcma in the State armys while he 
received Mb share of four-fifths of all capiured 
boaty—the remaining fifth goiog, as: it was 
put, to ‘ God and the Prophet,’’ or, in other 
wordg, to dte central Treasnry. Tbus, as may 
be rcadily imaginedj the Arab rapldly bccamc 
rJch to the uldmate detriment of his virtiiCH 
Complications of the system soon began t» 
ariseh The infidd, conqucdred by Muslim arms, 
vir'as given the choice of eonversion or dcath, 
while deatb camc in pracdce to be commuted 
to the payment of a poll-tax raDging ijoin 
13 to 4B dtthsm according to the circum- 
Btances of the individual. Thert again die 
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conqucnoiia bad claimed that the land 
wrestcd jfrom the bifidd cnemy should be 
treatcd as part of the booty talicn in wht and 
diabributed in tbt prcscribcd akarcs as bctween 
the Treaaury and the troopa, But 'Umar 
wisely rcgarded agricuUural and otlier pro- 
ducdve land as a Capital asscE bcfon^lng in 
thcnry not to the individual owndr but to God 
—and therefore to the State. He ttfuacdj 
accordingiyj to distttrb tbc infideb in actuaJ 
posscssiøn of tht land, on the ground that they 
wcTc rcqutiite for its service and for the regular 
malutenance of its prodnctivity both for their 
own subsistcEcc and for the benefic of the 
State. 

It was thtifl the Calif ^Umar who introduccd^ 
in reftpcct of the landa coniinncd in the poaaea^ 
don of the conqucred subject populadona, the 
prindplc of a new taj; called ^ uribute * 

—a land-tax payabJe in cash or kjnd as dictated 
by the special circumstances of each district. 
To fkcilil^tc the Icvy of thia tax, he sent forth 
surveyors and asscsaors to make n compicte 
cadastrai survey of the Muslim Empire, which 
of cDurae in thow days scarccly extended 
bey^ond the limits of Syria and 'Iraq outside 
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Arabia proper. Tte cultivablc area øf the 
Empire was returficd at apprcximatcly ten 
mUlion aeres, yiddinf a total anntial land- 
Ux (cxcludiog the tithe-lands wbicli compmed 
only the ptoperties of the Arabs thcmselvcs and 
of those foirigners who had embraced Isiani 
of tiicLr own free will) of over 158 miilitm 
silver éirhmti (iibout j{^ 5 jOOOjiMo) accoTding lo 
OM accomotj which apparendy refen only lo 
the rich^ caual^irrigated province of 'Iraq. 
In the of Harun, howcvftr, il was 

latiniatcd that the miplus reveaue of tbc 
whoJe Empire (exduding, of coorse, the J«t 
provinces of Afiica and Spain)^ aftier lucctiDg 
all the nceda of the varJous provindal adminb' 
tradoiij, amounted to no lc5s than 400 million 
(£i8,odOjOOo] \ and it waa thia sum 
that found ita way annually to the Trfiasuiy 
at Baghdad, to fbianco the cantral imperial 
adiniiiistratioa amd to provide the generom 
Jargesse diitributod at the Galif'a pleasuie to 
the poqj- and the professor?. 

That Hamn tofik a keen inicrøt in the 
fiDancial adcnuiiatradon of his reahn cannot 
be doubted ; and it was at his deinand that 
the Chief Jusdoe of the time^ Abu Yusuf ibn 
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Ibrabim al Ansari—a Gicnd oF the grcat jurist 
Abu HaEiiÉi—produccd his fani(>m treatisc on 
the revenue of the Einpirc and the principleB 
to be obssrved in coUeeting smd disbutising it 
for [be comraon benefit of all conceraed. It 
is oertain that» during the periotl that had 
dapged since the simple and straightfbrward 
days of the Galif 'Umiir, a great growth of 
imju^t and irregular ptactlces itad taken rooc 
in the scattETcd revcEvue establiditncnts of the 
Empire—to say nothing of the central iinance 
mEnistry at Baghdad—and wc hear frequendy 
of mvesdgations being set on foot to che<^ the 
prevaJent confiirion and malpracdccSj tvhich 
often rendtod in auch anomaliea aa the collcC“ 
tion of the poU-taa: (rom Muslims and the 
assessment of their lands to tributc rather than 
dthe. A great deal of the time, both of the 
Cali& and of their ministers^ must incvitably 
have been taken up in Ixstening to petitions 
on meh matters ; bui it is at least creditable 
to the i^gUue that, wkatever may have boen 
the shorrcDznings of individual govomors and 
tax-collGctois, no attmipt waa ever made by 
high authority to set aside the simple basis of 
revenue assessment and oolleedon Vifhich 'Umar 
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had dea^ai tn fit the foundatiom lell hy tlic 
P^phci. Thcrc is indeed something altogethcr 
adoiitablc in the unchallenged asumptioii of 
a redprocal obligation of Ikir play a$ betwecn 
the rulera and the niled^ Complaints of in- 
jiHticc could bc auljected to a dmplc tcat and, 
howevcr individuals in a podtion of authority 
might abuse the truat imposed itpon diejn, the 
nitdi of the State were never and could 
never bc made the excuse for ovtr-taxation. 
The world bas tnily travdled far since tbesc 
good old days, when the main preoccupatiom 
of the central Govemmeat wert, on ibe onc 
hand^ to protoet its subjeets Ihoin the rapaoity 
of ita repreaentatives, and, on the otber^ tø 
proteet ioelf from their malvexsadon of ita. 
nevcnucs. 

Good old days they certainly y^cre, with 
periiap^ more shadow thsin light in the pieture. 
The foodighta of hisloryj as reoorded con- 
ticinporancaijsty with tbc events cf the titncj 
jhone fulJ upon the Galif himsdf enthroned 
in the roregroimd amtd^t ht.9 cotirdcr? aod hia 
ladies,. but scarcely Illumiaod the gloom of 
harassed populadons and sulky proviiices in 
the background, of whioh iherefore we only 
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catch glimpsea whm they ootnc fomard in 
rcbellion ar scrvt more dijtantly to silhouctte 
the acdvidcs of one or anoiiicr pf the diirf 
charactci? OlJ (he stagc. And of thesej, too^ 
vtt gct but a vaguc ImpresaioD suggested 
implicitiy by iIle rcaotions of the central 
figurc to tbcir comings and goingft which, on 
a doser inspection and anaLyais, are fouad to 
cDnsdtuie ^e more Importaat part of the 
djrania^s movemcnt, ihQugh its thccnc ia the 
splendour of the Calif hitmelf rathcr than the 
metits of hia mmiatera* 

We have seen how the Barniak famUyj 
coming on to the itage nnostcntatfoualy enough^ 
occdpied iia ccntre fbr the groatcr part of the 
play to pass away into the wings suddenly and 
almost without noticeable effect on the dcvelopK 
ment of the piot. A dmilar låte wiih ajtnilar 
results had attended important minister» in the 
reign of Hanm^s prcdecfissora and, whatevér 
may have bcen the mmts or demctita of 
individual Caiife or Wassirs^ the Gdifate itaelf 
atands out as a theme of intdiiKic importance. 
Even as the religion of the Frophet had taught 
the albunpoitancc of the service and praiae tjf 
Godj even so did the political science of the 
14Æ 
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rime cDDctDtratE on the glorification of the 
Califatc aa a worthy objeetive of individual 
and universal endeavour rather than on the 
peifecticm of the administrative maclujic tis 
fluch for the beoefit of alJ concernfid. And Ibr 
tbal rcasoiij tresjaan—comnioiily as it 
in tbfi records of the 'Abbasid ptime—vi^aa 
accepted vdthout argument as the unforgive- 
abk political sin, againat which ail the might 
and majsty of the Etnpire tnight be ii9cd— 
and was used m freely—regardlesB of any 
rottenntK at the core which nJght have 
provoked it. 

Wc have geea how 'Abdul Mahfc ibn Salili^ 
an abic and respcctcd elder of the line of'Afabas 
and a vigoroiia vicefoy of the turbulent westem 
provinces irom 790 co 8 q 3> had biiffooned it 
Vidth Ja’far Co obtain oertain boom on whieh 
be had set Im heart. Hia Services to the Calif 
bad counted for less towatds the satisraodoo. of 
his modest ambitlons than the intercession of a 
boDn-eompamon of the CaliTs levels, Such 
was the spirit of the timeSj and the great 
ofEcera of tbe State did not kids utmeceisarily 
against the piicks. For more than a decade 
'Abdul Malik seryed the Calif loyahy and 
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successfullv. In 792 liu son, "Aidul Rahmanj 
was dcspatchcd by him » invadc Crcte, aiid 
five years later hc himself raidcd Asia Minor 
far and wide^ rcacbing Angoia whiJe Hamn 
in pcison iooIe che fidd during the same 
operations. And so all woit wdJ cnough 
until tdc fell of ihc Barmak femUyt which 
involvtd all whom dicy had bdnGnded or 
cncouraged in a conution danger akilfully 
direcced by the new Fadhl ibn Rabi*. 

'Abdul Malik himsclf waa actually actused™ 
apparcntly without reaacn—of having aimcd at 
the Galifetc with the cogflisanee of tbc Barmak 
ministers. And—stranger still to rdatc—his 
own son, tbe same Abdul Rahman, was 
brougbt up against hitn together with a ser¬ 
vant to bear witncsa to his trcasonable designs. 
In vaia did the aecused vkcroy protest that 
the pair wcrc aoting under the sdmulus of 
the ordcrs Or inducemcnts of an cncmy i but 
the Calif did not venturt to dic cxtrctne limit 
of his absolnic powers without more definitc 
proo£ of the man"s guilt j and a Kiessagc was 
sent to Yahya invidng hJtn to confcsa his 
oomplioity in the plot on a tempting promise 
not only of the rclease of hinosclf and hia 
14B 
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åimily Grom prison, but ^ctually of restoration 
t[> his former position. The prornise raay wll 
have becii no mort than a nisc ; Imt Yahya 
adhcrcd firmly to hu prot«tatit>n of «Jinplctc 
innocenoe «T any trea^onable mtclligcncc with 
^Abdul MaJilc in spitie of Hanjii’s threat to put 
his soDj Fadblj to dcath if he persisted in kis 
obstinaey^ In the end the CMLf soeinas to have 
been satisfiGd that, whaiicvcr 'Abdul Mklik 
might havt betn gtiiky of, the story linking 
kim in hii ireaaon wich the Barmak lamily 
had no basis of truth. At any rate Fadhl was 
spared and sent back to hå father lo Bve with 
the rest of the fomily under souie sort of 
detenLLon] it is true» but not cxacUy in prison 
—and with the soJace of the presence of hå 
mother and the other wfomenfolt and servaats 
of Yahya '5 houschold, *Åbdiil Malik was^ 
hoivevcr, cast into prison and so dåappeais 
foom Okir ken^ 

The vaeant viccroyalty of the West was now 
conferred on Qasimj one of Harun ’3 sons ; and 
the rcmainiitg years of the latter's tyere 
fiiUy Occupied with raids and counter-raids in 
Bysantinc terrlEDry in Oonsequence of a changc 
of rtders at Constandoople. In 803 a rei^olu- 
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ticm had unseatcd the Empress Irene and 
placad Nicephorus on the throne. The UtEer 
had iniincdiatcly patclied up an agreement 
wkh Gharlemagnc regfiuding the fronticr to 
be observed betwtcn the two Otinstian Empirea 
andj his rcaf thus secured against altaci:, he 
had lost no tifflc jn tlirowing down the gauntlet 
lo Hamn—denoimcing tht tribuie which Irene 
had agreed to pay when dhn fmmd hcrscdf in an 
cetbarrassing |>0idtjca of dangcr bctwcon the 
crofis-Éres of the Weatem Eniperor and the 
Eastern CaJih Qasimji thfi new commandcrj 
had oftfried ali befbre him, and Irfine had not 
on!y agrcfid to pay the tribute but had rdcaied 
over 300 Muslim prisonexs^ whosc return to the 
fold was edebrated with much jubiiation. 

The chaUcngc of Kieephorus, following dose 
uptHi this cvcnt, was immedjately Cakcn up 
hy Harun^ who lod his army in person to 
Eitglh buming, alaying and destruring as he 
went^ The Emperor, taken by aurprise, agreed 
to resume the paymcnt of Itibute ; but Harun 
bad no fiocjicr reached Haqqa than Nice- 
phoroij taking advantage of a particularly 
severe winter, brote the tnicc and withhcld 
the tribute. This fact having been com- 
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ttiunkatcd to Harun inddentally in the course 
of a pottn rccitcd in bis pmcnec by way of 
lessening the shock, he hutncdiatdy retraced 
his steps aeross the mow-houad pasao of the 
Ainanus and Tauros mountains, A dtsultory 
state of ivar contunjed throughout the years 
Sd 4 and S05. Ånd Nicephorus, at last awoken 
to a sense of the dangcr of provoking a. power* 
fijl and vigcroiu enejny, agretd to pay the 
former tnbutic and to ransom Ertgli itself for 
a large stim, on the eonditlon that it should 
never again be fortified. At the same lime 
he craved the boon of a spedfied slavogirJ in 
the towiij whom hc had promised Ln marrlagc 
to his son ; and Hantn not onty granted this 
requcjE, but rtacted genemusly to the new 
sense of peact bttwecn the two Empines hy 
sending Javish gifts to the enemy he had 
beforc insultcd with charactcristjc bluntn^. 
The campaign had been leng and ruthle^, 
bdng marked apparendy for the first dme on 
rcDord by mutual massaeres of the Ghristiaii 
and Muslim populations in the theatre of war^ 
And evdn the peace signed between the two 
monarchs. did not put an end altogether to- 
the old game of raid and counter-raid, as we 

151 


haauk al rabhid 

find Hartliania in contrd of opcradons in 
Asia Mmor in the foJlowing year (floy), whiJe 
Harun himself rcmaiiicd on tlie frontier watch- 
ing eventSr 

This was his laat cxpKsrJnncc of actual war- 
farc. Harthamaj as wc have scen already^ was 
sent 50on aftcrwårds to tacklc tiie rebeilion of 
lUfi' ibn Laith in TransoHiana ; and in duc 
course Harun, with reinforcements ui support 
of hinij itarted on his last joumey. Not far 
from hit birtbplaecj and on or about the 
forty-siJcih aimjvcrsaty of hii bifUiday^ hc waa 
laid to rest in a gtave of Ms owa ehoosing in 
Peisian soiL Like Gneccc of yorcj Persia had 
trinmphed over her conquerors^ captivating 
the virile denizens of the Arabian desert with 
the seductivt channs of her ancient eivilJsation 
and scdudng them from the path of virtue 
with the Comueopia of worldly vamdeSn To 
her viccoiy nonc had contributed ao gcnenomly 
as onc who itmy perhaps be regarded as the 
last of the Arabian GaliEs^ though hc owcd 
nothmg but the religion^ to which be was so 
deeply attaehed and whkh hc served ^ Joyallyi. 
to ^e land of his ancestors. £y his last will 
and testament be ensured the collapse of the 
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edifioe labodously built up during cwo cen- 
turiea sincc tht passing of the IVophcL Hia 
son, Amin, would soon be caEed npon t* 
dcfcnd himsdf sgainst the brotticr to wliom 
thdr fktber kad beqneathcd the Pcman m- 
heritEnoe as an independent satrapy; and 
Mitmun's generals would soon bc shattering 
about hia cars the triplc walJs of tkc Qty of 
Peace. And yet a littlc wtuk later another 
son of Flarnn wontd fare fbrth sceking eisc- 
where a new home ibr the Gali&te, deserdng 
the mios of Bagkdad, The Arab would then 
dink back jnto his dfserts ^ bnt he woidd 
never, could never fbiget—and he would yet 
come back. 
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■ ]Vtr 3 itw=B^ Iwolt E« No wt hu bfmeht aol 

fflo„ darly ibs- iw^ Moait'* lifc ' ^ 

' Mr. SEtwcU'^ ca«er and hceaÉhiw ddEghl ^lulcieaa ooi 

nerva IjlM a bIb» cf 

CDNirAKT LM 4 #tiT In 7 ?" 

AKBAH. LaQ 5 J(»H 1 £ BfinraM 

‘ Tl« UBlsht 8f tiflwledfla of the OfjmtaUit 

u« mrnt b-p^ blarffll. wiU h« Uw 

nwiE vMd petliHi flf tbe ««*t Wcipil Bmpcfftt tu yol 



'Tb? bu becD a Tnlly nhuUe ««ilribatjoa to 

Indun hlfiary . . . Ur. BEnyen'» dunsuig Hyle 4ni tw 
rnnATliiblf inmigbt iDio dH c^hvTUIcf of bil hero.^ 

Sn Uehooh Rop b Tlu Oliirwr. 

L^flN By jAnm Mathow 

’ lb nKriU IK real aii 4 by iw mena * muly UunEy . , . 
itert b. «mcthiof ifiimilatnij !d ibc piwamtioti.' 

TJm rimar LHifety 

‘ It rumliha an pdnuralilE autninE of Lcnbii*i JUe ood ef 
ihe davdDiHiiCTt of ti Heai. It do» mwc ^ dik . . . il 
nippll» ■ -vrcty deat aiul Eoctl^gcEit «utbae of dvc luttDiy of 
tht Huwlan 

Uduiuxi. Fammaw ir 7*^ Eti Eåsit». 

ST. PAUL Ey WiLHiaD Kmo* 

* Hai aU tbat cBeot Cf 4 itniolJQBd revetaltoo ■ntidj ilway» 
tbiaB Itan licatirjE » StbHéil chmcUr lika ao orflrary 
butpri^al pcnonagCr' 

CwaiHnii WjLajTaoo! tn Hk LanAn Mmw7- 

‘ Mr, Ktiiw tzcat* idi tubjecl vriifa ndtflåraiLe itKidtty >ad 
bitadth. . . r Tliip il a moMrabk ard ftiednatbw vntumc,' 
7iV MotalittUf fpaiv 

LEONARDO t>A VTNCU By Cupwotm Bak 

* lb lAinEtfCotn 4nd Euoiutiog Rtbjact cmcrG!» u bidiui, 

iflg f"'! abuoit u myttafioiii u bJort—i» «juiie u it 
liiDgEd be.’ 5 yi,w Lvnd in Rljsp. 

► It k Ihe ment of Mr. aiRbnJ BanTa iketcb ihit it tttsmpti 
to rtoJBnrurt Ermi ibo muHitode of data m «nwlaclng tTgure 
of a giOit man.' ^ Oi#awr. 



Q.UEEN ELIZABETH Hy Mqjia Wiljcw 

' Mis WDioa'» purpvc utit Id f&wrilc the of 

ibt tdEOi Lul to K»ll che ptupoc ud vind penoaihey 

rfihe gfcbt Qudsi ; tluc ibc lui d«K adminhly.' 

J7u Timo LfArj^ S^pkmm. 

• Tlih DD doubl of it, K buk ibat v«u wintcd. It ii 
bdef moA fcDowkdjrwWti tnd it &llinvt «tateoiponn» to 
Fpeal ihe£iKlvn<^ 

Jjii 4 ;ui SniHDH liL 7^ Xtaiås ^ Ibtima. 

ktiSTCTM Hy Havid Lhuo 

* Tbc oiut pjqiunt of m . gteat VtotorlaD tbal hju 

bcoi pitbUdicd lEnce tTion Etnchcy Fint iavcDted cl» 
aencc. Not thal ji»t3w ««jd bl! doofl u Mr. Ljir^t ait by 
dsiibing bin Pf pn liiliEKEbr of StriduT; bc u mueh inoiiQ 
ibao ihiL' ^ MmtiuUtt Gaar£atr 

’ Ho# il oH bippciwd li toM by Mf. I*ig Jb d matLc ol 
ipIndlCiDof dnwn with .idiiuriiblo CUDBtDg ^ED Ibc VUt 
^turrki of HAiibui'k WDidt - . ' iMi itfiulnbEc dniutlntion 
OEid ofiiidcfintioo, wblob Ippvd ddc agtr to rcad mon of what 
[xrg eui do.^ Rjluooa Wbst Ed Ttu DiiS/ Tiktftfihr 

THE KING OF AOltfE By ItfoNAiK WiuaH 
^ Mr. MiJiur WlboQb ihiHt but ■ItracIÉvc itody of the 
ffiipokw 'wbo aevM' nigAod/ "Dtt Scetimai, 

*, , , B pktum of tbe Ol-bltd NB]>Dleu'i Ul- 

bkd poo, P IwaiBo ilory irftiiiai wiih lyiapalhy aud uodicf' 
MuHC^Ur fbntfpf 

WILLIAM OF ORANGE By G, J, Resim 

' Df. Rentp- bu wrrtien i. briillpDt btiT ifa|iprtLkl tkcuh 'Of P 
tEn^ifkr ond. ■i^qtlEtg' pCnOiiiUtyj' Tjb' dkaEmpir. 



Tht fM(, 


PRINCE CHARLIE COUTTOK MAGEEtfzlf 

^ A e«n flhal Ii, It liu ilu beaut^i tfac h;jde, and chE im- 
ipErmtloci oTz Ak [nt^iilkh] 

OnsKT BuHinJT la Jii&il hmåafl WtAIf. 

' It Ef, Sf nunc, beUillAJly Matten , . , Ur. MarAntzlr 
hu tisEdl ir findF inJ in bauEilbl 

7^ Ecami J^Iaa^ 

SOCBATES Bv PkufeBOT A. B. Tavi^z 

‘ P»feBor Ti.]fljH t«1h ihhl xtdry . . . vdih ihe zhUIty 
HBd kiiowE«ls« ^hlch iBby be frooi Ét? ducLriKBi^Bj 

n phOoioptief and ululu/ 

Hardui Dzia Iq 7hi Uma. 

' Imta loa chui soe *• ef lunm' easy rcadin^, 

Prcl^uDC- Thyhir Jiu eoibpreised a fnuiEfplcrÉ of partmiuirE 
znd cf phUaupfaEcat CKpodit&B. Ne Uvio^ Enfliili tÉaHicr 
<>r pliifDHfihy hu beiiisf cftionumi of wncdi ihat coiivrT bla 
mmauii;/ Tb Ji^<Unn. 

MACAULAY By AktuljA Bkvaat 

‘TUt Jlllle bifiHnjilKy ii a fbUfijI waittrn^ a [Igii nnd 
tclecdCiQ Erata a grtai Ulaia df maCcHal, and. ajuit a^ulljycjy 
(kteutiticlAii qE Qia indb aTjiuiELb atody." 

Rdu UaOAITUV In T^Jfnn mui 

' lyilhnt lu DZceBarily brief i^Ooipan, Mt. Erjiadt hu 
Vfriuen an aiifaccivEj infiirEDcdi and ■ympadtcliq hiofjrapby-' 
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MARK TWAirl Stkpkeh LemsJcil 

^ Mr. iluntlé «dviiKie liis joulen tbc» b loom (w 

yct nmrtttr bflafc ibout muth bcwrtJUea M«rb Tmdn— 
m Buy ttlec wftH LiiaidFtg WIEC Thf Tmwr. 

■ It wguM be éliBftiJt to lnMpnc p better eqdfhpcd BDd 
moec «irairictcfy niliifyJnff critic pihI bJographiir tf MprJt 
Twiiii Uinn Sler^itii Lcucodt^lhc gw man gf thb day 
(a w«r Muk TwtiB'^ nurtk.' 7h> hitirwit PaU. 

cmeON By G. M. Yovm 

' Il It mat (fflty ihiiE the pkturc oT (lic man at pIL iliS“ ^ 
IlTe b » vivid Pnd AmuaEos^ twt thnt Ee dlKlgnv iiidi mded 
omdEdøn, iwh bdaeee of Judginent, lucti pcitetrblion et 
J- C. SssjrMl En TM TtltpUph^ 

* Mr. Yeiifig bntlght an pkfluly wdtriEend iBsnoiy to Eiii 
puTgegr, u Wd] H ckgdtniit jitdamtfit Hli work b eoiwc- 
cpieocly ciF dimbk vsJue.' 

Dmotja MJtciCAvniir lu TV Stsåaf Tviw. 

W pjsr.F. V By Jaues LalVhb. 

' IE b Krimif awi p tfULpatlictle abidy ef Ehat buruEn^ lifk- 
ffiluEoD oT ttw lEreguDui t^^utgcEEtE.’ 

J. Cr Sguu ia TV TtlUpDj^, 

^ . K » pg pdeUntkllc’ itudy gf ihe mPg ] Et |i 
rncdlE^4 ud » wiECen dwt tbe rend^ witb Ittlle kpgw^ 
kdjc ^ Dl «dciLuliad pigbtrEnji c*g gndenhipd 

Weiky"! iptttL' Rietufeg SUKtia Jn Tw W Ttdtr. 

ST, AUCUSTINE By RroKOiA Wmt 

‘ It b itipEemdy inv^KgruitnS dbegv^ , , . p biggipphy 
pe bobf^ BO ]HiTe^ » rkhty ^KiiuJicd wieb gbKrvptwQ ud 
hjH ggouiiiciitj Bj Uk lifé gf ^t, Av^tuK by Bcbecce WaL* 
Lou» Ern Eli TV Tt^t^rgfik. 



' Sht Itu pcncEiBtcd uitc 'dic li& of ibe Arcian 
FaIAct wfth AU kralgbt u rue u il b iKcmile; nud for 
Auguitlue'! tnekgroued iba bu given a virid piettae of ibe 
RomuL watld/ 

7^ Tiifur jUhro^ St^Unwti, 

UECIL RHOI^EiS &f William Pi/wxh 

' Mr. Fhxnrr wiit^ tffiAchml/ ju u budllgeut cud oT 
iQ-dA^ ; ■ ' ^ Wc a ^nA HArkiug all tb« (Inu.' 

Bffiuuv Douilz In 7V Jftot Så^M Wttit/, 

■ It El tcfiCf wdi..]HcpettUiiLaI, «nd 

Titt Spttiaiv- 

CASANDVA By BofTAMv jJoKiiB 

* Mr. Dotn^ . . . hu dODS bu Wcril TTCifM eqdy^ fenll b 

gwd prtfc.^ Jr G, Siym» lu TTw Jmidjr Tiæ. 

■ CuADOvti b At bb bert 54 Mir DnTjréeb pigei r Iw ta* 

hJcA A gliiBow wbi^ h H n«t K» cAijf to Imd bi Ws ahjuk 
hlagmihy.' T^ SaH/r^^ 

OSCAR WIUJR By O. J. RiMna 

* I heUovn tt M Ih (bo bert volurac jfct in thSi eacceBciit leriar 

It Sa lUki^ Ju*fp diAiiublih It u wnt^ 

by H uiM of gaod iuic b ibo A oiAu of Ihc worMr The 

pme u plmpto And dinet.' 

OdMPTIHI MAOAlNjyi bl Tit /iai\r JlaiL 


* lUi A(£OUQi W3lde^ Ibé aocl trM h wdmktUo k ib 

brevdty, dlfcebae^ ind dlicretioti.' 

Tht Hm s^itswsat iiti H^mr 



FETER t3AVIEa LQJlTfiD 
JO HaMWSTTA SiMT. tosæoM, WXl.q 





CentTAl ArcbseDiogk^L Librai?, 
l^EW DELHU 


Aulbor- 




''il b^h ffto; {jr ilf tidij btach^ 

-^OLOc- 


GOVT. OF INDIA 
<V DppftrtnMDt d Aidstecro^ 

f mWJÆLHL 


FliflM help m tfl kflep tliB b£?t)k 
cføoa nad EEiarlng, 


